



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 12th November 2025

Present: Cllrs M Cummings (Chairman), A Kenney, T Bidder, J Rogers
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present: Mr C Grice, Cllr A Wheelton, Cllr A Tilley

71.25 	Apologies
Cllr Treacy 

72.25        Declaration of Members Interests
None

73.25        County Council
Cllr Wheelton’s report was received by email, distributed to councillors and can be found at the end of these minutes. Councillor has also requested next years meeting dates upon agreement.

74.25        District Council 
Cllr Tilley’s report was received by email, distributed to councillors and can be found at the end of these minutes.

75.25        Public Speaking
None 

76.25         Police
Crime figures were reported as below.
October: 1 Assault, 1 Attempted Burglary,1 Vehicle Interference, 2 Domestic Incident, 1 Theft, 2 Harassment, 4 Public Order, 1 Mal Comms, 1 Stalking and 2 Sexual Offences. 

77.25          Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 8th October 2025. Clerk will add these to the website.

78.25          Co-option of new councillor
Councillors agreed unanimously on co-option of Mr Chris Grice as a new Councillor. Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Pecuniary Interests have been received and will be sent to SDDC in due course. 

79.25	     Chairmans Announcements
· Steffan Saunders committed to a public consultation regarding the conifer line between phases 1 and 2 in September. The Chairman emailed on 14th Oct to chase this up and has received no response. Cllr’s agreed unanimously to chase this, and Cllr Wheelton suggested copying in herself and Cllr Tilley, along with the inclusion of Cllr Cobleys information on this, to aid with support and escalation. 
· Dust issues – Cllr Tilley is currently helping support issues with this and has been in discussions with environmental health, who are relying on information from the developers. Dust monitors are now gone due to time of year; however, Spring is a concern when levels of moisture in the air decrease again. Cllr Tilley is pursuing this further for more comprehensive answers.
80.25 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.

81.25	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:


	[bookmark: _Hlk33185084]Cheque No.
	Payee
	Date
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	[bookmark: _Hlk33184957]BACS
	Payroll
	31/10/2025
	Clerk Wages – October 
	£790.30
	NIL
	£790.30

	BACS
	Service Charge
	31/10/2025
	Service charge
	£6.00
	NIL
	£6.00

	[bookmark: _Hlk185497580]BACS
	Service Charge 
	30/09/2025
	Service charge
	£6.00
	NIL
	£6.00

	BACS
	3 Mobile 
	13/10/2025
	Monthly phone bill
	£8.40
	NIL
	£8.40

	BACS
	Zurich Insurance
	14/10/2025
	Annual Policy payment
	£112.00
	NIL
	£112.00

	BACS
	Clerk
	20/10/2025
	Black printer cartridge, pens, magnets, purchased on Amazon
	£57.67
	
	£57.67

	BACS
	 Immanuel Church 
	20/10/2025
	Room Hire 12/11
	£32.00 
	NIL
	£32.00 

	BACS
	Immanuel Church
	20/10/2025
	Room Hire 10/12
	£32.00
	NIL
	£32.00

	
	
	
	TOTAL 
	£1044.37
	
	£1044.37




INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount


b) review  2nd quarter bank reconciliation ACCEPTED

82.25          Planning

DMOT/2025/1349 - Approval of details required by conditions C37 (Remediation) of permission ref. DMPA/2022/1515 relating to Variation of condition 4 of planning permission DMPA/2020/1460 to update the phasing arrangements for the site on Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. No action to be taken.

DMOT/2025/1315 - Approval of details required by condition 4b (culvert removal and channel re-instatement) of permission ref. DMPA/2024/0300 relating to approval of reserved matters (access, layout, scale, appearance and landscaping) for 819 dwellings pursuant to outline permission ref: DMPA/2022/1515 (Variation of condition 4 of planning permission DMPA/2020/1460 to update the phasing arrangements for the site) on Land at SK2420 2230, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. No major actions to be taken however, Cllr Grice is concerned about what will be done about the footpath, by Vistry, during the construction period (Next 3-5 years). He shall construct an email to enquire about this which shall be forwarded to the clerk to send. Cllr Grice has also taken on the role of looking after planning matters such as this, going forwards. 

DMOT/2025/1332 - Approval of details required by conditions 15 (Boundary treatments - positioning, security, appearance and materials) of permission ref. DMPA/2024/1655 for the development of 68 dwellings on Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. No action to be taken.

DMOT/2023/1024 - The modification of a planning obligation under section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 dated 24th August 2021 and relating to permission ref. DMPA/2020/1460 (seeking to reset trigger for Walton Bypass to allow for it to be delivered prior to occupation of 785 dwellings on the Drakelow Estate) on Land at SK2420 2230, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. Chairman is constructing a letter of support for this; however, it is subject to certain trigger points being met. This is also to be shared with Cllr’s Wheelton, Tilley and Cobley. Councillors all agreed.

83.25         Outside meetings and training

Cllr Bidder – No training has been undertaken since last meeting. Cllr has continued to work on resident survey and produced one most recently on Microsoft 365. Chairman stated that this could continue to be tweaked if necessary and agreed upon at the December meeting with a view to role out at the start of January. Cllr Bidder also suggested that council starts to consider what information they thought would be most valuable for the newsletter.  

Cllr Kenney – No training has been undertaken since last meeting. Police Commissioner has confirmed that they are carrying out various actions currently, including high visibility patrols, and focusing on drug offences, ASB and theft, including vehicles. 

Cllr Treacy – No training has been undertaken since last meeting. Although unable to attend meeting, Cllr emailed earlier in the day to state that with regards to the ongoing issue with the railway bridge, a stronger email needs to be sent to gain the requested information. Chairman stated Cllr will produce this.  

Cllr Rogers – No training has been undertaken since last meeting. No further comments. 

84.25	Items for Discussion/decision
a Website renewal
Parish Council websites renewal of £273.60 to be discussed and if agreed, invoice paid immediately. ALL AGREED. TO BE CARRIED OUT BY CLERK.
	b Working groups of volunteers 
Currently have 2 residents assisting with matters relating to dust levels, trees and boundary signage. Chairman enlisting the help of Cllr Wheelton and Cllr Tilley on these issues.
	

c Unity amendments
Paperwork uploaded to make initial amendments of clerks’ authorisation, remove CM and add TB. RESOLVED 29/9. Commenced same process to be followed to remove MJ and add ST. Completed 3rd November by Clerk. RESOLVED
	d Boundary Signage
	Discussed at b.
e Trees and verges in between Dracan and Drakelow Park and Coneygreave Drive
Discussed in 79.25.
	f Roundabouts at Dracan width query
Following October meeting, Clerk sent email to Cllr Wheelton on 13th October, who has responded to council. Chairman suggested item is removed from agendas going forward after November meeting. ALL AGREED. RESOLVED.
	g Adoption of new co-option policy
	Sent out with Agenda pack to councillors. ALL AGREED. RESOLVED.
	h Parish Council New Vice Chairman 
Cllr Bidder has agreed to take on this role, informally and temporarily, until the May meeting in 2026.RESOLVED 
i Lack of gutter and pavement weeding drain clearance, litter picking and hedge cutting along with streetlights, raised by CM email 23/9
Stretch of pavement and gutters, from Fallow Drive to the railway bridge on Walton Rd is currently appalling. Chairman will approach DCC regarding this, with the help of Cllr Wheelton. ALL AGREED.
j Ongoing dust issues with John Mills.
Discussed within 79.25.
k Discuss budget for requesting March precept
Chair and Clerk shared with councillors. Discussed sports activities section and the matter of a volunteer who has kindly offered to support this and will be invited to a following meeting. Copy of this included at the end of the minutes. ALL AGREED. RESOLVED.
	l Items for next agenda: 
· Set up Cllr Grice Parish email 

85.25 Closed Session
None

86.25 Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 10th December 2025, 7pm, at the Immanuel Church, Stapenhill.


	Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….












Drakelow PC Proposed Budget 2026/7
	Description
	£
	Comments

	Salaries
	9500
	(allowing headroom for possible grade uplift and national salary awards)

	Office Supplies
	150
	

	Postage
	30
	

	Website
	300
	

	Local Sports Support
	5000
	 (assuming use of school facilities)

	Insurance
	150
	

	Subscriptions
	750
	Dalc and Slcc

	Councillor Training
	500
	Councillor Training

	Venue Hire
	500
	

	Doggie poo bin provision fund
	1000
	(when areas adopted)

	Travel Expenses
	250
	 (jic needed but never a feature of our Parish)

	Contingency
	2000
	

	Total
	20130
	

	
	
	




**Councillor Wheelton’s report: -
You maybe aware I had to pick two roads as Councillors were asked to supply two roads for resurfacing. My initial choices of A444, then the road from Rosliston to Linton was rejected and the parameters were clarified. I ended up putting this on social media as if I am honest, I was struggling to find a non-A or B road, minor urban road, hundreds of responses later I submitted again 19/10, pointing out the 2 above roads and conker mile should all be on the capital repair program, my 2 choices:
 
1. Valley road in Overseal from A444 around to Lullington road
2. Yew Tree Gardens in Rosliston
 
These were accepted as fitting the criteria; I may not get chosen the only good news is that on Wednesday night only 50% of Cllrs had responded so I may yet have a chance.
 
I attended DCC works at both Clifton Road Netherseal, and Coton culvert I have managed to progress, I have been busy chasing other outstanding flood matters, that officer is back from leave tomorrow so I shall be after Rosliston responses.  Do please submit your flood chases/queries to SDDC flood liaison on 20/11 it all helps add pressure to outstanding matters.
 
We have had a full Council meeting, the meeting time not extended by the leading Group after I stood to extend the meeting as is the norm to conclude business. I found this undemocratic and very strange; it’s our role to finish the Councils business, Councillors never got the chance to ask their supplementary questions.  An interim Chief Executive Simon Stevens was appointed from within DCC.
 
The initial public and member questions are answered on the below link:
Supplement details on public web site
 
Agenda details on public web site
 
Highways.
Wednesday was interesting all day at Matlock with Rural Action Derbyshire where I am a trustee, then onto a highway 3-hour meeting. There has been a transformation program occurring this year, long planned within DCC highways and I have noticed better patching and faster responses to pothole reporting.
Major changes to the way DCC work and additional funding have helped to cut the county’s pothole repair backlog by more than 80%, from 16,000 potholes to a predicted 3,000 potholes by mid-October.
The backlog started to grow following the ten named storms during the winter of 2023/24, which was exacerbated by under investment across the network for a number of years, weakening road surfaces in the face of unprecedented weather conditions.
By introducing new ways of working together with significant additional investment, we now expect to reduce the number of potholes awaiting repair to approx. 3,000 by mid-October, within our normal expectations for this time of year.
Since April this year, DCC have:
· Repaired 26,187 potholes including ones in the backlog and new, incoming faults reported to us.
· Carried out 2,370 other safety repairs.
· Used the flexible Road Mender treatment across 2,194 m² of roads.
· Resurfaced 65,097 m² of roads.
· Laid 6,864 patches across 633 streets.
By significantly reducing the number of outstanding pothole repairs, DCC have also been able to reduce the number of insurance claims received, year on year, by 72% to 157. In terms of next steps, DCC are moving towards ‘fence-to-fence’ working, to carry out other jobs when we close a road for patching repairs, such as drain jetting and pavement fixes.
What was instilled into Cllrs on Wednesday was that no emails will be accepted unless matters have been reported correctly and after appropriate time periods (usually 28 days) we have ways to chase. You and your amazing clerks have been doing this, but I have been able to point out there system does not work quite as they hope yet – I have so many chases outstanding, they are now looking at these I am told as I have been using this process since May.
I can use this process to sort queries, there are limited resources and with 3,500 miles of roads DCC will always prioritise, but it is critical you all use the reporting hub with accurate clear photos, placement of the issue and keep all this information. I now have handy document with timescales to respond and ways to hold them to account.
It is critical we direct individuals in numbers to report poor road surface, potholes, pavements and keep their references, it may be the only way to get roads on the Capital works program. I had ahead of the meeting asked about temporary repairs (I was thinking of the odd crater last winter Grangewood springs to mind) they also now have two hot boxes, 2 ton trailers which keep tarmac hot all day)  so can undertake proper repairs all year around.
Temporary pothole repairs, also referred to as "reduced risk" repairs, are used in high-risk or urgent situations — for example, at busy junctions or hazardous locations. In these cases, the team implements an emergency “all stop” traffic management set-up to carry out a quick fix.
 
The "Reduce Risk" status is selected on-site, which automatically generates a planned follow-up job. This is then reviewed and scheduled by the Area Manager, typically within a 3-month timeframe.
 
The site is monitored by inspectors in line with policy and road hierarchy, with any further urgent defects reported and addressed as needed before the permanent repair takes place. 
 
We ensure potholes are not missed on site using the information from our inspectors and visual checks by our repair team.
I have some much more highways information in my head but shall stop for now!
A few other matters of interest I have picked out:
Volunteer Snow Wardens needed
DCC are appealing for volunteers to act as snow wardens to help clear snow and ice from Derbyshire’s roads and pavements this winter as part of our Snow Warden scheme.
If you know of residents and community groups willing to help keep their communities safe when bad weather hits to supplement work carried out by our own gritting teams and farmer contractors, please let us know.
Snow wardens get involved in:
· clearing snow and ice from their community’s pavements
· reporting local weather conditions through the council’s website
· co-ordinating volunteers to clear snow and distribute grit
· reporting empty grit bins.
To find out more, please email: snow@derbyshire.gov.uk
	 


Local Nature Recovery Strategy goes live
[image: local nature recovery]
Measures needed to help nature and habitats on our doorsteps thrive and survive can now be viewed online as part of the newly published Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Derby and Derbyshire.
DCC approved the Local Nature Recovery Strategy which sets out how councils, businesses, landowners, land managers and other organisations will work together to protect our environment.
DCC also accepted funding of £135,000 from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) to help turn some of the actions outlined in the strategy into a reality.
The strategy focuses on improving and restoring habitats and creating new ones, to make space for nature to recover. In Derbyshire, our important habitats range from the moorlands in the uplands of the Peak District, our many woodlands, our rivers and valleys, and our farmland, and our meadows and wetlands, as well as habitats in urban areas.
Read more
Broadband grant scheme to benefit residents and businesses
DCC have agreed to pump £900,000 into a project to improve digital connectivity in communities where broadband speeds are lowest – particularly in rural areas.
Around 32,000 homes and businesses across the county still receive less than 100mbps in areas with no prospect of commercial providers rolling out full fibre within the next three years.
Of these, around 3,000 premises are still receiving very slow speeds of less than 10mbps making everyday activities such as streaming digital TV channels and online banking virtually impossible.
At a meeting on Thursday 16 October Cabinet Members gave the go-ahead to use funding from our Digital Derbyshire reserves to set up two grant programmes to boost broadband speeds in premises with some of the poorest performing internet connections.
More information about the grant schemes will be made available on the Digital Derbyshire website when it becomes available.







**Councillor TIlleys Report: -  
Report to Drakelow Parish Council for November 2025 from Linton District Councillor Alistair Tilley.

Linton Area Forum
[bookmark: _Hlk208327635]The Linton Area Forum planned for 16th October has been cancelled due to the byelection in Overseal. It will now take place on 18th November at Overseal Village Hall at 6.30pm.
Planning issues at Dracan Village.
The access to Shirland Close has now been permanently closed, the road surface will be removed and the area will be developed to follow the plans that were agreed and approved in the planning process. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210739924]The temporary footpath is open, the planned work to deculvert the brook and install a pedestrian footbridge have been postponed until next year. The plans for the footbridge are now available on the SDDC planning pages. 
I have a site visit in December to look at progress with the delivery of the Spine Road and tree protection issues. I will continue to engage with SDDC planning department to resolve problems as they arise.
Local Government Reorganisation
[bookmark: _Hlk210739890]This process is continuing with local authorities preparing submissions to Government to be submitted in the next few weeks. The likely outcome will be a Northern Derbyshire and a Southern Derbyshire Unitary Authority, potentially including the Unitary Authority of Derby City. There are variation in this model. The County Councill has submitted a separate proposal. 
Local Governance Review
The steps toward a unitary authority have led to requests for an examination of the arrangements for local representation in the unparished areas of Swadlincote. This may result in the formation of new Parish Councils, and/or a Swadlincote Town Council. Castle Gresley Parish Council has been struggling to recruit Councillors in recent years and this issue will also be consulted on in the review.
Dust from the construction site
I have received the following report from SDDC Environmental Health
Requirements for the monitoring at the site have been based on the Institute of Air Quality Managements guidance on the assessment of dust from demolition and construction sites which makes reference to real time PM10 monitoring which is appropriate for this site. The dust management plan is in accordance with this document and represents best practice. 
The limit set is for PM10 and not TSP, we do not require TSP be measured as it is not standard practice and can’t be readily done in real time through an automated system. Monitoring at the site has been set on a 24-hour average at 50µg/m³ and 15-minute average at 200µg/m³. In the event of an alert, site management are expected to react and determine whether additional controls are required.
Dirt being carried onto the highway is a highways matter and not one considered by EH, however the site has been told to have a wheel wash in place. If there are any concerns about deposits on the highway, this should be reported to Derbyshire County Council Highways team to investigate and action appropriately. 
If the public are experiencing continuing issues with dust, this should be reported to this department to investigate. If evidence is gathered which suggests the dust management procedures on site are not being adhered to, we will consider further action.
It has been agreed that the dust monitors can be removed over the winter period as dust arising from site is unlikely at this time of year. Should it be necessary for these to be returned, the site will be instructed to reinstate. 

Upcoming Events 
The next SDDC event will be the Christmas light switch on at Swadlincote on Saturday 29th November 4pm to 7pm. There will be Food and Drink, Fairground Rides and Live entertainment. 
I will post South Derbyshire District Council Events on social media as they are announced. 
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