



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 8thOctober 2025

Present: Cllrs M Cummings (Chairman), A Kenney, T Bidder and S Treacy
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present: Mr C Grice

56.25 	Apologies
Cllr Rogers 
Cllr Wheelton
Cllr Tilley
C.Midson (Volunteer) 
D.Lander (Resident)

57.25        Declaration of Members Interests
None

58.25        County Council
** Cllr Wheelton’s report can be found at the end of these minutes

59.25        District Council (written report by email)
Cllr Tilley– Linton area form = postponed due to the by-election. On Dracan Village, Shirland Close now closed and temporary footpath in place. Cllr is awaiting news of footbridge. Regarding local government organisation, Cllr attended meeting on 8th October and shall provide updates. Refuse collection disruptions which have occurred over previous weeks have been due to staffing issues at the depot which are currently being resolved. Upcoming events shall be posted on social media, however, Rosliston Forestry centre have events regularly, as do Sharpes Pottery in the coming months. The next big event is Swadlincote lights Switch On at the Town Hall. Cllr also attended Flying High Academy’s meeting. 

60.25        Public Speaking
None 

61.25         Police
Crime figures were reported as below.
September: 4 Assault, 1 Burglary, 1 Domestic Incident, 1 RTC, 5 Harassment, 1 Fraud and 1 Criminal Damage.

62.25          Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 10th September 2025. Clerk will add these to the website.

63.25	     Chairpersons Announcements
· Meeting with Sean McBurney regarding the new community hall, along with Cllr Bidder. Plans in place for the design & build with a likely completion of 2-3 years. No space within retail area for community hall and health centre currently so this is being looked at with a possible use of the stable block or possibly a 2-storeylayout. Cllr Treacy mentioned that it was stated at the steer group meeting that a different area within the development was also being considered. Council agreed that we want both a health facility and Community Hall as quickly as possible, so our stance is to accept a “fit for purpose” Community Hall in whichever location.
· Flying High Academy –Meeting was attended at Branston Golf Club and found to be very professional. Here is was publicly announced that their sports facilities which include 2 all-weather pitches, will be open to the public outside of school hours. 
· A resident volunteer has offered to work with the local community arranging sports 
· Redaction of Cllr addresses with SDDC –The Local Government Association are in support of this (as part of the Devolution Bill) and are working on this currently. 
· Advertising at junction of Fallow Drive and Walton Road –removed.
· Shirland Close – now permanently closed.
· New councillors –ongoing presently, awaiting instruction from SDDC and hopeful for appointment by next meeting.

64.25 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.

65.25	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:

	[bookmark: _Hlk33185084][bookmark: _Hlk39503073][bookmark: _Hlk39503139]Cheque No.
	Payee
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	[bookmark: _Hlk33184957]BACS
	Payroll
	Clerk & Clerk Mentor Wages – September (PAID)
	£1,146.92
	NIL
	£1,146.92

	BACS
	HMRC
	Clerk & Mentor – September (PAID)
	£46.80
	NIL
	£46.80

	[bookmark: _Hlk185497580]BACS
	Mobile Phone
	Monthly line rental
	£7.00
	NIL
	£7.00

	BACS
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL 
	£1,200.72
	NIL
	£1,200.72




INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount

	
	
	
	



b) Internal audit report completed and sent to external auditors for exemption as signed by chairman at 9thJuly meeting. Submitted 16th July and chased 3rd September. Received response from PKF to say information accepted.

c) review first quarter bank reconciliation and budget review

66.25          Planning
DMOT/2025/1191 - Approval of details required by condition 8 (CEMP Biodiversity) of permission ref. DMPA/2024/1655 variation of conditions application for residential development to amend house types approved within phase 3 of the development at Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. Sent to cllrs 29th September.No comments by council. All agreed. RESOLVED

DMtwo-form1209 -Approval of details required by conditions 2 (playing pitch drainage and design), 3 (external materials),5 (all weather pitch and playing field) and 8 (travel plan) of permission ref. DMPA/2024/0077 relating to Approval of reserved matters (access, layout, scale, appearance and landscaping) pursuant to outline permission ref: DMPA/2020/1460 for a two-form entry primary school at Land at Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. Sent to Cllr’s 29th September. No comments. All agreed. RESOLVED

67.25         Outside meetings and training

Cllr Bidder – Google form emailed to Cllrs including questions for residents to gain clarity on people’s views and priorities within the parish. Cllr Treacy mentioned the importance of maintaining GDPR which would be problematic with Google forms, and suggested Microsoft forms as an alternative. Cllrs Bidder and Treacy are discussion regarding this to present a final format at the next meeting. 

Cllr Kenney – Police Commissioner declines ASB funding on the grounds of not enough reported incidents within the parish, violence or knife crime. They once again pointed out the importance of residents reporting incidents, but reported that ASB activity appeared to have abated.

Cllr Treacy –Currently investigating the possibility of all Cllrs having Microsoft 365 due to its efficiency. Will bring further information to the next meeting. Regarding the Bridge Steering meeting, Paul Costiff updated on construction to state no further affordable housing is being built, the last batch of approx. 30 houses is about to be handed over, and each builder is selling approx. 1 home per week. The 3rd roundabout has been delayed due to an invasive plant (mayors’ tail). This has also delayed the swale until spring; however, they are confident that enough has been done to help alleviate flooding. When resolved, the new show home will go in and Marley Way will open, meaning bus route will also commence operation. The speed bumps there are temporary, so Cllr shall raise concerns over possible traffic and safety issues at next Steer Meeting. The meeting also supported a September opening date of the new school. With regards to Walton Bypass, Cllr Wheelton got representatives from SDDC and DCC on site and at the meeting. Bridge abatements have been completed and although there is currently a delay to steel works, this is believed to only be days, and they are hoping to have these in by December/January. The bridge is currently on target for completion by Summer. 

68.25	Items for Discussion/decision
	a Clerks probation period over mid-August
All agreed via email and at meeting. RESOLVED Performance and Salary review to be Apr/May 26
b 2025 Winter Giving Campaign CVS
Local voluntary sector sent correspondence requesting a donation. Chairman believes that we have no mandate to be able to do this and inappropriate to precept from residents to cover. All agreed RESOLVED
c Newsletter
This works in conjunction with the form to residents being discussed by Cllrs Bidder and Treacy therefore shall be removed as future Agenda item until after this point. All agreed RESOLVED
	d Working groups of volunteers 
	Currently have 2 residents assisting with matters relating to dust levels, trees and boundary signage. Chairman speaking to volunteer CM, to see how to progress this to Cllr Tilley and environmental once again. Chairman also constructing email to Steffan Saunders regarding the conifer line. All agreed. To be included in next agenda
	e Unity Bank amendments
All changes ongoing, Paperwork signed. All agreed. To be included in next agenda.
	f Boundary Signage
	Chairman in discussions with volunteer CS, who is still investigating this but he is being sent circles. Chairman suggesting he will speak with Cllr Tilley. To be included in next agenda.
g Trees and verges in between Dracan and Drakelow Park and Coneygreave Drive
Mentioned earlier in meeting. To appear on next agenda.
	h Post boxes
Chairman proposes no action until there is some progress on the retail site. Remove from next agenda. All agreed RESOLVED
	I Battery storage plants & Solar farms
Remove from next agenda as nothing currently. All agreed. RESOLVED
	j Roundabouts at Dracan width query
Clerk authorised to take this to Cllr Wheelton & share with Chairman. Layout and road markings seem to be the major issue. In addition, Cllrs requested it was also raised that due to there being 3 access points to Dracan Village, speed limit on Walton Road, should be decreased in that area from 50mph to 40mph. All agreed. To appear on next agenda
	k Rising number of social housing on Dracan
To be removed from next agenda currently. All agreed. RESOLVED
	l Recruitment of new councillors
Ongoing. Awaiting news from SDDC after formal notice period at which point we will move forwards by issue of Application Forms to candidates. Then to be agreed by Cllrs and hopefully appointing at the next meeting. RESOLVED. To be on next agenda.
	m Parish Council New Vice Chairman
To be carried over onto next agenda.
	n Questions to raise with Steffan Saunders
Cllr Treacy could not make the meeting due to other commitments. Remove from next agenda. All agreed. RESOLVED
o An increase in precept to cover grounds maintenance
Covered by item r. Council would need to purchase land which would mean passing this cost on to residents in precept, therefore not currently viable. Remove from next agenda. RESOLVED
p Councillor John’s resignation
Council spoke of their thanks to the work of councillor john over the past years. RESOLVED
q Renewal of Insurance with Zurich. £112 inc employers’ liability
All councillors agreed. To be actioned. RESOLVED
r Lack of gutter and pavement weeding, drain clearance, litter picking and hedge cutting along with streetlights. Raised by volunteer CM email 23/9
Verges are not part of the Greenbelt agreement. SDDC are currently cutting. Roads are not yet adopted. To be added to items for next agenda.
	s Items for next agenda:
· Working Groups of volunteers
· Unity amendments
· Boundary signage
· Tree and verges
· Roundabouts at Dracan
· Recruitment of new councillors
· New Vice Chairman
· Insurance renewal
· Gutters, pavement weeding, drain clearance, litter, hedge cutting and street lights

69.25 Closed Session
None







70.25 Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 12th November 2025, 7pm, at the Immanuel Church, Stapenhill.


	Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….



**Councillor Wheelton’sreport:-
The Bridge Steer meeting I put back to 6th October, and I shall send the minutes out, it progresses the good weather helps. I am chasing the many issues I took on, plus plenty of new ones from schools, SEND, highways and footpaths; it is hard work and very trying to get things done. I have managed to get the foot path at Acresford cleared I think that was asked for several years ago, I have a gully pot to nowhere that floods on Clifton Road booked in for a pipe across the road and ditch clear out. Overseal has a blocked footpath from a  Gypsy and Traveller site built over the August bank holiday, I have found being a double hatter (both District and County Cllr) very useful as for one I can get officers to liaise and collaborate such as noise enforcement at Stanton where DCC did not have the equipment so I asked SDDC to collaborate and help which they have.
 
Over the summer I held a meeting at Rosliston which resulted in an action plan for flooding in the Linton Division, despite chasing and escalating it has gone quiet currently, I shall go and find officers next week. I have had some joy sorting noisy raised ironwork it seems to be mainly Severn Trent, under the section 81 highways act a defective ironworks notice is issued by DCC – it appears the utilities are quite happy to ignore these, but I am having luck sorting these on the A444.
 
I have last week signed off the consultation for interested parties and the Police to extend the 30mph on the A444 in Overseal in both directions this has been a tediously slow project I started 4/5 years ago as a District Cllr but with the huge work by Overseal Parish Council (OPC) it is nearly at fruition, the A444 traffic now is monitored by OPC and is evidence, the villages get this traffic if there are any issues on the A444.
 
There is a full DCC Council meeting October 8t, we (DIG - Derbyshire Independent Group) have a question in on large lorries on rural roads and other questions, the 5 adult centre’s that have shut has been called in to Scrutiny by DIG and other groups that’s 3rd October. Everything is done by cabinet, the Reform group lead, so we just see decisions such as these:
 
Health and Communities Cabinet member decisions: Decision details on public web site  Decision details on public web site 
Decision details on public web site
 
This is some other decisions  : Plan details on the internet web site
 
I much prefer the committee system far more open and transparent system with better scrutiny in my view. I have submitted a response attached to the Wilshee consolidation application – DCC deal with waste and minerals planning and the October planning meeting has just been cancelled so this may be at Novembers DCC committee.
 
Do please keep reporting issues – potholes, poor road surfaces, blocked gully pots online keeping references ahead of winter, I am working with the cabinet member for highways trying to get more roads down here on capital programs – the more reporting of issues the better, it helps.

Highways fact file:
 
New developments and funding for road improvements 
 
Following a recent Scrutiny Committee meeting, Members (not me) asked for further information about new residential/business developments and how the council secures funding for improvements to the local road network.
The information has been provided by the Transport Development Management team, based in the Place department's Regeneration service.
 
Background
 
When new housing or commercial developments are proposed, the impact on the local highway network is a key consideration in the planning process.
Developers, when submitting their applications to local district councils, are expected to address the extra demand placed on roads, footpaths, crossings, public transport, and safety.
 
The Transport Development management team assess each planning application to identify what highway improvements or new infrastructure are needed to support safe, accessible, and sustainable travel.
 
Developer contributions and delivery mechanisms
 
The council secures highway improvements, paid for by developers, not the taxpayer, in two ways:
 
Section 278 Agreements (Highways Act 1980)
 
These are used when a developer needs to carry out works on the existing public highway, including:
•            New or improved junctions.
•            Pedestrian crossings and refuges.
•            Traffic calming features.
•            Cycleways and footways.
•            Changes to road layout or new access points.
 
All works are designed and delivered to the council’s standards, paid for by the developer.
 
Section 106 Agreements (Town and Country Planning Act 1990)
 
These are used to secure wider contributions towards highways and sustainable travel, such as:
•            Public transport improvements (bus stops, shelters, real-time information).
•            Traffic regulation orders (speed limits, parking controls).
•            Travel plans, including incentives for sustainable transport.
•            Financial contributions to wider highway or infrastructure schemes.
 
Section 106 agreements are legal documents signed by the developer, council, and sometimes the landowner. They specify:
•            What is to be provided or funded.
•            When it must be delivered (e.g., before a certain number of homes are occupied).
•            Any triggers for staged payments or phased works.
 
The Planning Services team, within Regulatory Services in Economy and Regeneration, monitor all Section 106 agreements. This includes tracking when contributions are due, checking delivery of infrastructure, and publishing an annual report on agreements and spending.
 
All S278 and S106-funded highway works are inspected and signed off by the council to make sure they meet safety and quality standards before being adopted or opened to the public.
 
Funds from Section 106 agreements are held separately and can only be spent on the purposes set out in the legal agreement. If the required improvements are not delivered, we can enforce the terms through legal action.
 
Supporting safe and sustainable communities
 
By requiring developer contributions and improvements, we aim to:
•            Keep the highway network safe and efficient.
•            Support walking, cycling, and public transport.
•            Reduce congestion and pollution.
•            Help new residents and existing communities’ benefit from better infrastructure.
 
If a development is expected to cause significant highway impact and suitable measures to overcome issues cannot be agreed, we can recommend to the district council's planning department, that the application should be refused planning permission.
 
Accessible crossing points, safe walking routes, and improved junctions are standard features for most new developments, ensuring communities can move safely and easily.
 
The final decision rests with the Local Planning Authority - district or borough council - who are not required to honour recommendations from statutory consultees, although they are required to show they have made a balanced decision.

Developers building estate roads to non-adoptable standards
 
Roads on new housing estates should be built to 'adoptable' highway standards set by the county council.
Where this happens, and legal agreements are signed, the council can adopt the roads and maintain them in the long term. This is known as a Section 38 agreement and is legally binding.
Some developers choose not to seek adoption, building roads and footways to private or lower standards. This often means residents are responsible for ongoing management and maintenance, usually through a management company.
Locally, we are pressing developers to have estate roads adopted by the council as highway authority. We cannot legally force them, but we are taking an active role in lobbying for change through our national representative bodies such as the Local Government Association and Association of Directors of Environment, Economy, Planning and Transport (ADEPT).
 
Across the country, more developers are using management companies to avoid paying commuted sums for future maintenance. While some companies run these estates well, problems are common, and the Government is now considering stronger regulation.
Issues can arise where management companies fail to maintain roads, drainage or open spaces. For example, if a company fails to maintain an attenuation pond that drains the highway, flooding can occur, leaving the council at risk of liability.
 
The risk grows over time. If management companies collapse or withdraw, local government could be left to deal with the consequences in future decades.
Proposals under consideration by the Government include a new regulatory framework for management companies or requiring developers to provide a cash bond.
Other costs, such as biodiversity net gain, make some developers less willing to pay for adoption. If some of these financial pressures are reviewed, there may be greater take-up of adoption in the future.
 
We advise all prospective buyers to check with the developer or their solicitor whether estate roads will be adopted by the council. Legal packs for new homes should make this clear.We continue to raise awareness with planning authorities, developers, and buyers about the long-term impact of non-adopted roads and the importance of robust management arrangements.

-----------
 
 Much of my time in the last month has been dealing with planning enforcement issues at Overseal, I still have many resident queries usually chasing matters. The usual committees, planning was interesting we await Lullington Solar Farm, back again, that may well be at the next committee. I submitted an Appeal on Land on Main Street Walton BESS, I am currently finalising my Fairfield’s BESS response, I work with officers/the external planning consultant and much of the information I have found is now used in SDDC Appeal papers. Attached is a win for Netherseal, it is not all BESS and Solar, this was 6 lodges and reception area in an inappropriate place and although the papers were set for approval they were balanced, with some resident speakers, good objections  it was turned down at committee and won at appeal, it does make me realise the extra work is worth it. Planning link to portal:  https://planning.southderbyshire.gov.uk/dmapps.aspx/?ref=DMPA/2024/1100.
 
Development Management Committee meeting 16/09/2025
 
On the below committee E&DS item 9 Rural Prosperity Fund, it is really great to see so much money being spent in Seales and Linton wards, with the help of the committee chair of this committee and the previous Chief Exec I was able to get an amendment ensuring areas in rural deprivation became a priority and the list shows this has really worked, these grants used to generally go to more wealthy areas in South Derbyshire and those organisations more able to apply quickly with their resource.
 
Environmental and Development Services Committee meeting 18/09/2025
 
An interesting Housing Committee with budget setting through all committees I have asked for more wardens and litter picking. The Greenspace Strategy document item 8 is interesting and one of the main 5 points is protecting them, I had made clear, you may see in amongst comments my views on Overseal Bess (blacked out) in the National Forest, with woodland being felled and it was raised at committee if anyone had told the planning department with respect to protections of trees and green spaces. Item 9 Disposals SDDC will look to sell hard to let, some poor EPC properties that cannot be raised council houses but replaced with new builds, also some SDDC owned garages, areas of green space such as verges may be disposed of Local Government organisation is partly driving this, we await sight of the actual disposals proposed. Item 12 warm space grant is back 46 houses on the waiting list I am working with some residents at Coton in the Elms on this list.
 
Housing and Community Services Committee meeting 25/09/2025
 
Audit Committee is now a full committee - a little dry for many but I love it as you can find so much out!
 
Audit and Governance Committee meeting 03/09/2025
 
You are probably already aware that the Waste and Cleansing Service (refuse collection) has been experiencing issues with the completion of their daily rounds, due to the availability of drivers and loaders. This has primarily been related to absence, and SDDC have been attempting to fill these absences in the short term with agency staff, but this has proven challenging as the agencies haven't been able to fulfil our requirements. SDDC are liaising with the agency supplier to try and find a solution that would give us more options in circumstances like this. 
To address the backlog, SDDC are asking team members to work overtime and must carefully plan and manage this in advance, as drivers are subject to restrictions on their working hours in accordance with the Working Time Directive. As of Friday 5 September, SDDC have adopted a task and finish approach, which on the whole is being supported by our SDDC crews. Please advise residents to keep their bins roadside until collected.
 
Waste: Report a Missed Bin
 
The next Area 6 (Linton) Forum is on the 16th October, at Overseal Village Hall.
 
There is a Warm & Welcoming Spaces Grant Application - dva.org.uk available but it seems existing warm hubs cannot obtain further grants.
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