



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 14th January 2026

Present: Cllrs M Cummings (Chairman), A Kenney, T Bidder, S Treacy & C Grice
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present: Cllr A Tilley, J Lloyd

01.26 	Apologies
Cllr Wheelton 

02.26       Declaration of Members Interests
None

03.26        County Council
Cllr Wheelton has kept in regular contact throughout the month with updates and information which has been forwarded to the councillors.

04.26       District Council 
Cllr Tilley’s report was received by email on 14th January and forwarded to councillors on 15th. Please see the end of the minutes where it has been attached**. 

05.26        Public Speaking
None, however, the Chairman did note at this point that the member of the public in attendance, J Lloyd, would be discussed later in the meeting, in connection with upcoming plans for sporting activities on the new school sports grounds. 

06.26         Police
Crime figures were reported as below:
December: - 3 Assaults, 1 Traffic Offence, 1 Vehicle Interference, 7 Domestic Incidents, 4 Theft and 2 Stalking. A significant increase, especially with the Domestic Incidents. 

07.26        Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 10th December 2025. Clerk will add these to the website.

08.26	     Chairmans Announcements
· School facilities for sporting activities for residents, with an emphasis on youngsters and families. The Director of Flying High Academy wishes to work in partnership with the Parish Council on this. J Lloyd stated here that he is very optimistic about this moving forwards. An array of activities could be offered from football, rugby, cricket, dance classes etc, both after school and during holidays/weekends. Parish Council have currently allotted budget to this for the upcoming financial year, and the Chairman is in contact with the school regularly. Chairman sought agreement from the Councillors, that going forwards, J Llloyd can deal with the school directly & complete the co-option forms to become a councillor. Clerk provided him with the forms. Agreed by councillors unanimously. 

09.26 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.

10.26	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:

	[bookmark: _Hlk33185084]Cheque No.
	Payee
	Date
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	[bookmark: _Hlk33184957]BACS
	Clerk
	31st December 2025
	Clerk Wages – December
	£748.88
	NIL
	£748.88

	BACS
	DALC
	9th December 2025
	Chairman’s Training 
	£55.00
	NIL
	£55.00

	BACS
	3 Mobile
	11th December 2025
	Monthly Bill
	£8.40
	NIL
	£8.40

	BACS
	Immanuel Church
	11th December 2025
	Room Hire for January & February 2026
	£64.00
	NIL
	£64.00

	BACS
	Unity
	31st December 2025
	Service Charge
	£6.00
	NIL
	£6.00

	
	
	
	TOTAL 
	£882.28
	NIL
	£882.28




INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount

	
	
	
	



11.26          Planning

DMOT/2025/1691 - Non-material amendment to planning permission DMPA/2024/1655 to substitute plot numbers 70-74, 82-118 and 176-201 with numbers T1-T68 at Phase 3 and 4, Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. Email sent to Councillors 8th January 2026. No comments. RESOLVED.

DMPN/2025/1694 - Prior approval for a proposed agricultural extension at Park Farm, Walton Road, Drakelow, Burton upon Trent, DE15 9TY. Email sent to Councillors 8th January 2026. No comments. RESOLVED.

DMOT/2025/1643 - The approval of details required by condition 12 (Management and Maintenance Scheme) relating to planning permission DMPA/2024/0077 relating to approval of reserved matters for a two-form entry primary school Land at Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. Email sent to Councillors 8th January 2026. No comments. RESOLVED. 

DMOT/2025/1622 - Approval of details required by condition 11 (Lighting Strategy) and 13 (Bat Mitigation Measures) relating to planning permission ref. DMPA/2024/0300 (Approval of reserved matters (access, layout, scale, appearance and landscaping) for 819 dwellings pursuant to outline permission ref: DMPA/2022/1515 (Variation of condition 4 of planning permission DMPA/2020/1460 to update the phasing arrangements for the site) on Land at SK2420 2230, Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote. Email sent to Councillors 8th January 2026. No objections however, Cllr Grice would like to look further into this. Councillors all agreed Cllr Grice and Chair can deal with any potential issues under delegated authority. 



12.26         Outside meetings, training & updates

Cllr Bidder – Discussed the future resident’s questionnaire and newsletter to gain feedback from the people of Drakelow and inform on where we are up to with things. Councillors have been feeding back to Cllr Bidder with ideas for this over recent weeks and he is looking at this further & speaking with Cllr Treacy regarding the technical aspects of this. All council have advised Cllr Bidder that they are happy to help in any way. 

Cllr Kenney – Antisocial Behaviour on Dracan Village has been stated as a priority by the local police currently. They have more high visibility of patrols, are targeting repeat offenders, and working with schools and the community. Councillor Kenney also stated that the issue of the cars and HGV parked at the end of Glenfield Road had not been resolved, as although it is making turning awkward, they do not block the road. 

Cllr Treacy – Regarding the railway bridge at Stapenhill, Cllr Treacy and the council, agree that although a rapid response was received from Network Rail, it isn’t considered satisfactory due to the FOI report stating ‘significant defects’. Cllr Treacy believes that he should request a historical FOI on the previous issues at Branston Bridge to use alongside this, as it was closed for a prolonged period of time, and we do not want a similar issue to occur. All councillors agreed to Cllr Treacy moving forwards with this. Chairman also raised issue of the pothole on the bridge currently and requested Cllr Treacy also take this up with Network Rail at the same time. The Chairman is speaking to Councillor Wheelton about this also. Councillor Treacy also raised the issue of the streetlight on Rosliston Road which has now been repaired, however, the pothole in the road underneath it remains. With regards to the Parish Councils IT Issues, Cllr Treacy provided a great deal of information in possible improvements moving forwards, using something more appropriate with encrypted storage and transport. He stated that the council need the capacity to be able to work on things collaboratively more easily such as Onedrive or Sharepoint which come in Microsoft 365. He advised that we would be best to go for the option which did not have MS Teams included and that this could always be added later if necessary. This to cover all councillors and clerk, would be £766.80, which is accounted for on this year’s budget and precept request within IT requirements. Cllr Treacy has also said that he is happy to provide all councillors and clerk with all relevant training on this. All councillors in favour and agreed. Clerk to speak to Website company to gain access for Cllr Treacy. 

Cllr Rogers – Not in attendance.

Cllr Grice – Cllr is interested in when Shirland Close is being closed properly, along with how the Parish Council can influence site security on Drakelow and Dracan going forwards over the coming years, with regards to pedestrian access along with Trent etc. The Cllr will discuss this with Councillor Tilley and express the concerns. All Councillors agreed. 

13.26	Items for Discussion/decision
 a New bank account
Informing councillors of new additional bank account details and completing application form for Hinckley & Rugby. Signed and will be completed and submitted by Clerk. 
b Co-option of new councillor
Along with associated paperwork. J Lloyd taken away the co-option paperwork to complete. 
c News on disclosure of councillor addresses.
	Chairmans tenacity on working on this has achieved results. Great achievement. Clause will be inserted in Local Gov Bill. MP’s activity Parliament and behind scenes also helpful and appreciated. RESOLVED


	d Local Plan part 2
Consultation runs to the 30th January, however the planning department have responded to our email to acknowledge its receipt 16th January. Ongoing. We do not have a settlement boundary for the Parish, which the Chairman has now requested. 

e Precept paperwork
Complete paperwork to send off to SDDC, in line with proposed budget. All agreed and paperwork to be sent to SDDC by Clerk. 

Drakelow PC Proposed Budget 2026/7 - REVISED
	Description
	£
	Comments

	Salaries
	9500
	(allowing headroom for possible grade uplift and national salary awards)

	Office Supplies
	150
	

	Postage
	30
	

	Website
	300
	

	Local Sports Support
	5000
	 (assuming use of school facilities)

	Insurance
	150
	

	Subscriptions
	750
	Dalc and Slcc

	Councillor Training
	500
	Councillor Training

	Venue Hire
	500
	

	Doggie poo bin provision fund
	1000
	(when areas adopted)

	Travel Expenses
	250
	 (jic needed but never a feature of our Parish)

	Contingency
	2000
	

	Additional Notice Board 
	1000
	

	IT Systems
	1000
	MS365,Bitdefender, Improvements

	Total
	22,130
	



	f Room hire going forwards
Agreement of meeting dates and payment of March & April Meetings. All agreed. 
g Issue and Options consultation Local Plan Part 2 
Chairman thanks Cllr Wheelton for her ongoing support with this. A boundary map has been created, to protect the boundaries of the parish. It was agreed that we are overdeveloped already, and other than existing planned works, the parish is not equipped to take any other development. This was discussed earlier. 
hTrees and verges in between Dracan and Drakelow Park and Coneygreave Drive. Any new Information on this? Discussed earlier but the MPs office are still seeking clarification on further consultation on this. 
i Lack of gutter and pavement weeding drain clearance, litter picking and hedge cutting along with streetlights. 
Some work has been carried out on this to clear the debris in December. Remaining work will not place until spring when things start to grow again. The council will continue to monitor. RESOLVED.
j Resident survey created by Cllr Bidder
Discussed earlier in Cllr Bidders updates. 
k Grit Bins 
After recent issues within the parish due to black ice. Chairman emailed Alex Milner at DWH 8th January 2026 regarding re stocking the existing bin on Fallow Drive, along with any existing bins on Dracan Village. Alex responded to advise that he will get this actioned. Councillor Wheelton has sent some info over regarding this. Chairman raised the point that the Gritting Policy of the authorities includes the gritting of roads to/from schools so we should consider a note to DCC asking them now to ensure that the new school on Marley Way is added to the gritting routes before next winter. As only Bluebell Woods is adopted, Chairman is going to continue looking into this and shall send a letter to the clerk to send off to DCC. Agreed by councillors. ONGOING. 
l Linton & Seales Capital Work for roads.
Councillor Wheelton Has flagged this up for our attention. Chairman has suggested the roads needing most attention in the surrounding area are Caldwell Rd to Drakelow boundary and beyond, Rosliston Rd South/Rosliston Rd to Drakelow boundary and beyond, including speed bumps, Barn Lane and the road from Rosliston to Linton itself (Linton Rd/Caldwell Rd). All agreed for Chairman to deal with this.
m Railway Bridge situation – Network Rail
Discussed earlier in Cllr Treacy’s updates. ONGOING.
m Items for next agenda: 
· Cllr Bidder raised Defibrillator. Chairman stated that there is one on the showhome at Dracan however moving forwards, it should be located at the school or retail area. 
· J Lloyds co-option.
· IT Training. 

14.26 Closed Session
None

15.26 Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 11th February 2026, 7pm, at the Immanuel Church, Stapenhill.


	Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….
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	 (assuming use of school facilities)
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Report to Drakelow Parish Council for January 2026 from Linton District Councillor Alistair Tilley.
Bin Collection
Collections have been disrupted by bad weather, and the council is working hard to catch up with missed bins.
Local Plan Part 2 Issues and Options Consultation.
This consultation has been sent to all Parish Councils by SDDC and the deadline for response to this is 5pm 30th January 2026.
Planning issues at Dracan Village.
The access to Shirland Close still requires permanent closure, removal of the road surface and road signs and restoration to approved plans.
I am awaiting a response from SDDC enforcement regarding permanent closure of Shirland Close.
Midland Heart Homes
I received the following information from Midland Heart Housing and I will be meeting with them soon, please let me know of anything you wish me to raise at this meeting.
Midland Heart Housing have recently introduced a new way of working within our Communities. The purpose of this is to embed ourselves deeper and to develop a better relationship with our Tenants, trying to gain a better understand of what is im-portant to them in their homes and in the community.
We launched this last year in Handsworth Ward, Birmingham and our next proposed area is the relatively new development at Drakelow, Linton Ward. We have started to gather data from our tenants in relation to satisfaction measures on various subjects.
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