



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 11thMarch 2026

Present: CllrsM Cummings(Chairman), A Kenney, T Bidder, C Grice& J Lloyd
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present:Cllr A Tilley, Cllr A Wheelton, Antony Cobley

29.26	Apologies
Cllr J Rogers – Leave of absence
Cllr Treacy - Illness

30.26       Declaration of Members Interests
None

31.26        County Council (Cllr Wheelton)

Councillor Wheelton has enquired regarding a community fund which is to be distributed to local Parish Council’s in the area and believes that there will be a consultation carried out about this shortly. This could prove very useful to the Parish and the councillor’s agreed we would like to be present for this.

Cllr Wheelton’s Written Report
I think this last month can be summarised as potholes and the Bridge and Bypass and Road closures! A huge amount going on, clearly there is a massive backlog on signage – I have a spreadsheet with all the chases on, perhaps it may ease in the new financial year. I currently have several flooding/culvert/gully issues for several villages but am not getting answers so will be pushing that shortly. DCC have stated they have spent £41m on maintaining and improving roads from April 2025 to December 2025 – repairing over 43000 potholes averaging 1100 repairs/week - I have some quite strong views on this with the state of the roads locally around here. Please keep reporting issues.
Coton in the Elms Burton Road proposed junction improvement is occurring now. I report potholes whenever I get chance and put cones in huge ones when I pass – Rosliston road is quite frankly dreadful, but they do have teams out several times a week but with 100mm rain in January and 132mm rain in my rain gauge temporary potholes last days. I cannot fathom the only fix 1 pothole in the report when multiple are reported, this policy needs changing if a team is driving miles – fix all the potholes! I have updated you as we go along so this is a relatively short update. Currently now Sunday Catton/Chetwynd flooded, and Station Lane flooded and rising so with Main Street Walton shut we basically have Coton and Rosliston, the good news better weather ahead next week, I hope drier.
Firstly, from EMCA for Stanton but you all maybe interested and wish to contact EMCA:
 “The Bus Service Improvement Programme (BSIP) grant funding received from the Department of Transport in 2023 included capital for the installation of camera enforcement to tackle the issue of cars parking at bus stops. EMCCA having recently taken on the statutory responsibility for Public Transport and grant funding investment, wish to continue implementation of this initiative.
In Derbyshire, some bus stop clearways are subject to frequent traffic contraventions caused by illegal parking with regular reports of passengers unable to access their bus service due to the parked cars. These are typically but not exclusively stops that are near to retail or fast-food outlets on busy roads or near schools. Whilst the parking can be short stay, it can have a major impact upon local bus services that cannot access the designated stopping area.  These areas are designed to meet accessibility standards to enable passengers especially the elderly, disabled and buggy/pushchair users to benefit from raised kerbs and low floor bus investment to embark the bus in safety and with ease.  As the buses are unable to enter the stopping area this can also cause congestion on the road network and impacts bus service reliability. 
Locations have been identified and  agreed following consultation with EMCCAs Public Transport Team and bus operators at sites identified as having experienced this issue frequently. The following location(s) have been identified within your ward area.
Location Opposite Woodland Cars Stanton  Woodland Road
The intention is that the cameras will be installed by the end of March 2026 to meet DfT funding requirements.
The cameras will use Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) to monitor for bus stop violations, and a Penalty Charge Notice (PCN) will then be issued to offenders who park or stop within the clearway. This work will be carried out under a partnership agreement between Derbyshire County Council, Nottinghamshire County Council who undertake the administration of PCN’s on behalf of Derbyshire as part of the current enforcement contract in place and EMCCA as the Public Transport Authority.
Until the exact details of enforcement are finalised Derbyshire County Council ’s Civil Enforcement Officers will continue to enforce bus stop clearways. Agreements will be put in place to ensure that all future camera enforcement activity is carried out in line with legislative requirements.  No camera enforcement activity will be undertaken until these agreements are signed off by all parties.”
Highways fact file :
Overgrown hedges and trees
I received this in a Cllr update but thought it would be useful to share, clearly this data can be sued when reporting issues in…..
Following contact from several Members about overgrown trees and hedges in their electoral divisions, this month we’re taking a look at how we deal with overhanging vegetation issues.
Legal responsibilities
Responsibilities for landowners/occupiers with hedges, trees and bushes adjacent to the highway, and our powers to serve enforcement are contained in Section 154 of the Highways Act 1980.The Act requires the highway authority (Derbyshire County Council) to take appropriate action and is reflected in the terms of our policy, stated below.
Inspections
Our team of highway inspectors check for overgrown trees and hedgerows as part of their routine inspections. Their inspections also check for any dead or diseased trees to ensure these are removed swiftly to avoid any hazards for road users.
They also carry out specific checks at sites in response to customer enquiries.
Our inspectors visit each site to assess if the vegetation is overgrown and causing an obstruction for pedestrians, wheelchair and pushchair users as well as safety issues for motorists pulling out from nearby side roads if their view is obscured.
They follow our policies carefully to make sure we are consistent in how we check for overgrown trees and hedges and to treat all landowners fairly and equally
Our policy for dangerous or obstructing trees, contained in the Highway Infrastructure Assets Safety Inspections Manual (HIASIM states we will investigate if following applies:
Visibility of the highway is obscured due to overgrown/overhanging vegetation, including obscured traffic signal heads, street light lamp, regulatory warning sign or bollard or reports of dangerous vegetation.
We will take enforcement action if the following criteria are met:
On a road – if a hedge/tree is:
· affecting the sight lines at bends, junctions or laybys
· obstructing someone walking or driving along the road/pavement
· forces vehicles/cyclists/pedestrians away from the nearside of the carriageway by more than 1 metre
· or vehicles have to cross a cycle lane boundary marking.
On a pavement/cycleway - if a hedge/tree is:
· Overhanging/overgrown in sight lines at junctions where pedestrian/cyclists cross the road
· Overhanging the highway and obstructing the clear passage of pedestrians /cyclists forcing them off the footway/cycleway, or it reduces the vertical clearance above the footway to less than 2.1 metre or 2.1 metre on a cycleway.
Immediate action will be taken if the tree/hedge creates a safety issue and steps will be taken to cut the overhanging vegetation or sign it as a hazard.
However, if the criteria are not met for action, the inspector will record that no defect has been found and the case will be closed.
We don't expect hedgerows to be kept exactly in line with boundary walls. As natural, living environments, some tolerance is given, provided the vegetation does not cause an obstruction.
Enforcement action
Enforcement is a legal process.
To protect the identity of those we serve notice on, by letter, we do not comment about progress of enforcement action, as we are entering a legal process which is confidential.
Enforcement cases have to be handled with care as those served the notice may be unhappy and decide to contact their local county councillor to express their dissatisfaction and to ask for advice about what they should do if they cannot afford to cut back hedges/trees or disagree with the enforcement letter.
 
Mobile Library Service Disruption (South Mobile)
DCC would like to apologise for the ongoing lack of service experienced by users of the South Mobile Library. Despite repeated attempts, we have been unable to recruit a replacement Mobile Library Driver, following the retirement of the previous driver.  Due to the size of the mobile library vehicle, drivers need an HGV licence and a current CPC qualification, which has proved a barrier to recruitment.
Two new, smaller mobile libraries have been ordered which will not require HGV qualifications to operate. These vehicles are scheduled to be delivered to us in the coming months and we anticipate will enter service by May 2026.  The current suspension of the South Mobile Library service will therefore continue until the new vehicles come into service.  We are very sorry that we have been unable to provide a full service, but we anticipate that the new provision will be much more reliable.
Users who are unable to visit a physical library in the meantime can contact library.communityengagement@derbyshire.gov.uk for a referral to our Home Library Service – find out more at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/homelibraryservice
Mobile coverage map shows most reliable network providers
	Residents, businesses and visitors across the county can now check which mobile service provider offers the best signal in their area following a project we undertook to map coverage.
We worked with mobile mapping specialist Streetwave, and district and borough councils throughout Derbyshire, to collect crucial data on where mobile signals fail to deliver using signal testing devices fixed to council bin lorries.
Funded by East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA), it's the first project to provide data about mobile connectivity in Derbyshire based on real-life evidence, and will help residents, business and visitors to the county.
The project measured the signal strength for the UK’s four main mobile networks – Three, Vodafone, EE, and O2 – with EE found to be the provider with the best signal coverage overall.
As well as helping Derbyshire residents find the provider in their area with the best signal, data gathered has been used to create a countywide mobile signal map, giving us the evidence we need to push for investment in better connectivity.
Residents can check their details and see whether they have the best coverage and downloads for their needs using a simple Digital Derbyshire online checker. 
Read more


DCC set balanced budget for year ahead (80% of your Council Tax goes to DCC)

	DCC have set a balanced budget for the year ahead and agreed a less than maximum level council tax rise.
At a meeting of Full Council on Wednesday (11 February) we set our net budget for 2026-2027 at £817.6 million and agreed to a council tax rise of 4.90%. The maximum rise allowed by government without triggering a referendum or seeking permission is 4.99%.
At the meeting a number of budget-related reports were agreed, including the Revenue Budget Report 2026-27 which can be found on Council meeting agenda item 11.
This report sets out our current financial position and includes the impact of external factors, such as pay and price inflation and increasing costs and demand for council services, particularly in children’s services, mainly around special educational needs (SEND) and adult social care, which are contributing to significant additional spending.
Read more



32.26       District Council (Cllr Tilley)

Councillor Tilley is at a meeting in the coming weeks, at which Steffan Saunders shall be present. The Chairman has requested that he asks again about the promised public consultation which we are yet to hear back on. Councillor Tilley has also not had a response regarding Cllr Lloyd’s email about sporting facilities within the Parish but shall update us.

Cllr Tilley’s written Report

Midland Heart Homes 
[bookmark: _Hlk221557320]I have a meeting with the Midland Heart tenant liaison officers next week to discuss issues at Dracan Village.
Planning issues at Dracan Village.
I have now arranged a meeting with SDDC Development Control to look at the current Drakelow Section 106 agreement, to examine Community Building, Transport commitments and Public Open Space Sports Provision.
Local plan Part 2
This was discussed at an EDS committee meeting last week. 
As a result of a planning appeal decision at Newton Solney, the Council is not currently able to demonstrate a five-year supply of deliverable housing sites. The Council will now have to consider the potential additional delivery from sites outside settlement limits. These sites will be considered following the normal Development Management Committee procedures.
Battery Energy Storage Systems
At a meeting of the Environmental and Development Services Committee last week the following was agreed. 
That the Council write to the Government requesting the following regarding grid-scale BESS: 
• That the Fire Service is nominated as a statutory consultee for planning applications relating to BESS. 
• That enforceable guidance, based upon that published by the National Fire Chiefs Council, is provided to local planning authorities on appropriate locations for BESS, including site access requirements, access between BESS units and unit spacing, the distance from BESS units to occupied buildings and site boundaries, and how the need for management of on-site vegetation impacts that land’s potential contribution to Biodiversity Net Gain calculations. 
• That detailed requirements are provided to site operators encompassing system design, construction, testing and decommissioning, detection and monitoring, suppression systems, deflagration prevention and venting, water supplies, signage, risk management plans, emergency response plans, environmental protection measures and post-incident recovery plans. 
• That responsibilities for the safe operation of BESS and their oversight amongst the various agencies involved are clarified.


33.26        Public Speaking
None, however, one resident sent in a question which is attached at the end of the minutes along with the parish council response. Response emailed to resident by Clerk 12th March.

34.26         Police
Crime figures were reported as below:
February –4 assault, 1 vehicle interference, 2 domestic incidents, 1 theft, 1 harassment, 1 dog causing injury, 2 criminal damage, 1 drug supply/possession and 2 possession of a weapon. 

35.26        Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 11th February 2026. Clerk will add these to the website.
Agreed.

36.26	     Chairmans Announcements
· Earlier this week the Chairman became aware of the proposed changes to local forums. He is concerned that the reason for change is unsatisfactory and worries about losing face to face meetings and the public not being able to be present to have discussions with the local police etc. The meeting unanimously agreed that he will respond to this on behalf of the Parish Council stressing preference for continued Public Attendance with at least 2 physical meetings per year plus.
· Antony Cobley mentioned here about the adoption of road issue within Drakelow and advised that (as a resident) he is currently awaiting a response from David Wilson Homes.
· Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) –response is due by 26th March. All councillors were asked their opinions on this, with 2 abstaining, and 2 being unconvinced that the proposed changes would bring about positive changes for residents or indeed be cost effective. The Chairman strongly disagrees with the proposed changes. The Chairman cast his vote in favour of objection, and the meeting authorised him to respond negatively to all sections of the consultation.
· The Chairman spoke to the retail developer earlier this week regarding planning and the assistance he is receiving from the planning office relating to the health centre. The NHS ICB and the Dr’s are said to have concluded that it will not be located within the retail area, but instead possibly adjacent to the waste plant on a 1.5-acre plot of land. The Developer will shortly submit a pre-planning application currently for the retail and community hall, a nursery, care facility and shops. According to the developer, the existing stable block shall be refurbished and marketed for smaller shopping outlets. 
· As discussed earlier, Local forum plan changes, the Parish Council believes would be more beneficial if they were performed in a hybrid way, for example, one or two team’s forums and 2 face to face, each year, with perhaps a set time allotment upon commencement for members of the public to ask questions. All councillors in agreement. 
· Neil Forest from Walton Parish Council contacted the Chairman regarding the naming of the new bridge. The councillors agreed unanimously that given its location Walton PC must proceed to choose a name, and that Drakelow would be supportive. Chairman to contact Walton PC. 
.
37.26 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.
· Councillors agreed that banking authorities with Unity can be changed to Clerk plus 2 additional authorities for outgoing payments. In progress and letter being emailed to Unity by the Clerk.
· Councillors agreed that the Clerk should make payment to DALC for the upcoming years membership.
· Councillors agreed that the Clerk should make payment to Councillor Treacy for the MS365 package he has purchased for the council (Invoice from Microsoft rec’d). 

38.26	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:

	Cheque No.
	Payee
	Date
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	BACS
	Clerk
	27/02/2026
	Clerk Wages – February 
	£794.06
	NIL
	£794.06

	BACS
	Immanuel Church
	12/02/2026
	Room Hire March & April 
	£64.00
	NIL
	£64.00

	BACS
	Hinckley & Rugby
	06/02/2026
	Initial transfer into interest account 
	£1.000
	NIL
	£1.000

	BACS
	3 Mobile
	10/02/26
	Monthly Bill
	£8.40
	NIL
	£8.40

	BACS
	Unity
	
	Service Charge
	£6.00
	NIL
	£6.00

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	£1872.46
	NIL
	£1872.46



INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount

	
	
	
	





39.26          Planning

DMOT/2026/0257 - The approval of details reserved by Condition 13 (Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological work) in relation to planning permission DMPA/2023/1665 (Appeal Ref: APP/F1040/W/25/3362049) at Land at South of Walton Road, Drakelow. No comments or objections

DMOT/2026/0170 -Approval of details required by condition 14 (Eco-Enhancements) of permission ref. DMPA/2025/0655 for the development of 203 dwellings on Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote.No comments or objections

DMOT/2026/0169 -Approval of details required by conditions 7 (Materials) of permission ref. DMPA/2025/0655 for the development of 68 dwellings on Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote.No comments or objections

DMPA/2026/0179 -Erection of a stable block and external riding arena at Royle Farm, Cauldwell Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote, Burton On Trent, DE15 9TU.No comments or objections

DMPA/2026/0180 -Extension and alteration of the existing bungalow and extension to the existing vehicular access at 17 Rosliston Road South, Drakelow, Swadlincote, DE15 9UD.No comments or objections

40.26         Outside meetings, training & updates

Cllr Bidder –
· Had meeting with Cllr Treacy regarding set up of MS365.
· Email of thanks sent out to 37 residents who completed the online Parish Survey by Clerk. Councillor Bidder believes the survey should be advertised again between now and the end of this month and then closed and the survey results published. He has created a document with the results so far and a decision should be made at the April meeting. 
· Regarding the newsletter, if we produce one of these again, Councillor Bidder suggests a small monetary investment by the council for the better system, which allows us to see more of the statistics such as numbers of downloads etc. Cost expectation circa £30 pa.
· Councillor also questions the possibility of hand delivery going forwards to gain more engagement, but the council are undecided. 
· At this point additional notice boards were also discussed, with potential at the new school and retail areas.

Cllr Kenney –
· Attended the last local forum and stated that it was incredibly difficult to follow what was going on due to how it was conducted, along with being difficult to hear what was being said. 
· Awaiting going through MS365 with Councillor Treacy.

Cllr Treacy –Not in attendance however sent the following report;
· We are about halfway through the setup of our M365 tenancy but have run into an issue with Cllr Bidders system which I am still working to resolve. I have still not had a reply to requests to timetable from some Cllr’s and had to cancel another. 
· I was bringing along the attached invoice for M365 for payment approval as this is on my credit card due for payment on 28th March. I would be grateful if this could be approved for payment by the council. 

· I have made a personal FOI request to Network Rail asking for the historical report for Branston Railway Bridge (KSL82) so we can compare to Stapenhill Road Railway Bridge (KSL76). I await receipt of this report. Paula Show attached invoice

Cllr Rogers – Not in attendance.

Cllr Grice –
· Is collating suggestions for the next Parish Meeting for what should be focused on most within the parish. What does the parish want/need? What do we wish to represent? Along with possibly a mission statement. 


Cllr Lloyd –Councillor Lloyd has chased Sport England for a second time regarding sporting facilities for the parish but is yet to hear. Councillor Tilley is also looking into this to ascertain if Sport England were consulted on planning regarding available green space. 

41.26 Items for Discussion/decision
a Hinckley & Rugby Bank Account
Finally accessed online account 2nd March and uploaded next payment onto Unity (£6,000). Balance of online account now stands at £7000.Discussed during Clerks Report. COMPLETE.
b Precept request
Spoke to SDDC 11th March 2026. Precept was agreed on 26t hFeb and first instalment should reach us in April.
c Approval of new IT Policy
Sent out to councillors via email. AGREED. COMPLETE 
d Approval and discussion of social media Policy
Sent out to councillors by Chairman via email 2nd March. COPY ATTACHED. AGREED. COMPLETE. 
e Railway Bridge – Network Rail
Discussed earlier in Cllr Treacy’s update. Will be moved forwards to the April meeting.
f EMA Internal Audit
Booked for Friday 17th April at 9.30am. Discussed. COMPLETE
g Statistics from online survey thus far
See statistics at the end of the agenda. Discussed within Cllr Bidders report and statistics available at the end of the minutes. Still ongoing. 
h Formation of IT Committee
For administration of MS365 and website (Cllr Treacy). Moved to next agenda.
i Resident question THURLOW
Sent to Councillors via email. Response formulated and agreed. Email sent to resident 12th March. COMPLETE.
i Items for next agenda: 

42.26 Closed Session
None





43.26Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 8thApril 2026, 7pm, at the Immanuel Church, Stapenhill.


	Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….


RESIDENT QUESTION & RESPONSE

Hi can you confirm where the shops will be please & is there any information on when work will start? 
I live on the row behind the new school & been told the shops, doctors & residential complex will be in & behind the old buildings

Thank you for your enquiry.
Until such time as the company which owns the site designated for retail and the derelict stable block brings forward an application to the planners for consideration it is not possible to answer your question except to say that the "Masterplan" for the development shows the retail area as opposite the school.
But rest assured that there is a condition within the original general outline planning consent for the provision of retail, healthcare, community facilities and other facilities. within the area.
The Parish Council continues to press for progress.
Regards
Paula Nankervis
Parish Survey Results – 37 Participants

Motoring – Speeding/Parking/HGV’s
2 residents – Of little concern (1)
4 residents – (2)
5 residents – (3)
10 residents – (4)
16 residents – Very concerned (5)

Antisocial Behaviour 
2 residents – Of little concern (1)
4 residents – (2)
10 residents – (3)
7 residents – (4)
14 residents – Very concerned (5)

Litter/Dog Fouling 
3 residents – Of little concern (1)
6 residents – (2)
5 residents – (3)
9 residents – (4)
14 residents – Very concerned (5)

Ongoing construction/Dust/Noise
3 residents – Of little concern (1)
5 residents – (2)
13 residents – (3)
8 residents – (4)
8 residents – Very concerned (5)

Public Transport Provision
4 residents – Of little concern (1)
7 residents – (2)
10 residents – (3)
7 residents – (4)
9 residents – Very concerned (5)

Roads & Footpaths 
1 resident – Of little concern (1)
2 residents – (2)
9 residents – (3)
4 residents – (4)
21 residents – Very concerned (5)

Planning concerns 
2 residents – Of little concern (1)
10 residents – (2)
9 residents – (3)
3 residents – (4)
13 residents – Very concerned (5)

Criminality – Car crime/Burglary/Drug Abuse
2 residents – Of little concern (1)
5 residents – (2)
7 residents – (3)
5 residents – (4)
17 residents – Very concerned (5)

Other issues not listed 
· State of the roads, mostly potholes (albeit outside the estate), and inconsiderate parking
· Speeding, racing, light pollution, litter & rubbish on the main roads
· No bins on the Drakelow Park/Dracan estate. Dog fouling everywhere. Roads busy with construction vehicles, roads not in great condition.
· Potholes- Walton Road and Rosliston Road, litter and dog fouling- Drakelow village
· The speeding on the estate but also trying to put of the junction of Walton road and Fallow, people come round that corner from left really quickly. I'm amazed there hasn't been a horrible accident. 
· Drugs being taken on Barmoor close 
· We need a shop and an updated progress report of when gp will be built
· Speeding: suggest 20th speed limit covering the full Drakelow Park development with width restrictions on Marley Way once the estate is adopted. Walton Road should be posted as a maximum 40mph limit from the railway bridge to the approach to the island approaching the island closest to Walton. Planning: better visibility of the overall development on Drakelow Park. What is planned to be where and a rough timeline as to what appears when. Stop the second guessing and Chinese whispers.
· Site maintenance by Greenbelt and/or the lack of it.
· Not having access as I am an older person and was told I have to walk. It's terrifying in the dark and as for the state of my vehicle because of being rerouted via a building site. Absolutely disgraceful to block roads completely off 
· Litter, dog fouling including dumped bags on footpaths and horrendous littering on surrounding lanes. Council prevention, intervention and clear up. Local community, higher personal standards, community litter picks. In aðdition to vandalism to young trees. Greenway's overinflated fees, not shared equally across community for maintenance, with very little transparency on works and evidence of what they deliver. Finally, pavement on Walton Rd is covered in litter, mud/debris. On the two occasions its been cleaned in recent years has failed to do the job properly and it builds up again almost immediately.
· ASB & Criminality linked-More rigorous vetting needed by Social Housing companies.
· Speeding down rowthorn street, we want speed bump to prevent an accident!!
· Speeding on the new Drakelow estate, many residents are concerned. Many cars have been killed & people are worried for children especially with the new school being built on the estate. Speed bumps would help. Raised with David Wilson but they’re not interested. 
· Galloway Road is a racetrack. Since the metal bridge, now allows motorbikes across, think we all know what's happening. On recycling bin day, the council should be held responsible for the amount of litter left behind. The footpaths and roadsides on the estate and entering the estate are eyesores. This should be maintained by the council, drains free from weeds and the pavement on Walton Road cleaned to be fit for use.
· Road safety and conditions are bad, mainly due to damage on the roads from high levels of traffic especially large lorries. When roads are closed there are no safe routes 
· Cars speeding round the estate, the amount of lorries coming past the estate, the potholes outside of the estate, when they last resurfaced the road, they made new potholes which were reported and nothing was done, the road bridge between Stapenhill and Drakelow not being fit for purpose for the amount ofhgvs
· There are frequent reports of cars speeding around the estate, along with the use of excessive speed there is the noise that comes with some of the vehicles due to loud exhausts late at night. This is commented on the facebook page. Litter and irresponsible dog owners not cleaning up after their dogs or dropping bags of dog mess are an issue on the estate and have been since we moved in. On a bin collection day i have noticed several times cardboard and recycle materials on the roads and witnessed the bin crews ignoring it once it has dropped on the floor. I appreciate the estate has not been adopted by the council yet but when it dos done public bins would be good to have dotted around.
· Kids causing damage, littering, people speeding whilst the kids are out quite often in the roads, damage to trees and parks by kids, cars being parked on sidewalks or opposite drives blocking access.
· The crossroads of rosliston road and caldwell road and the junction with walton road. The number of cars cutting up the junction for example and can’t imagine the farmer on the bend is happy about the number of cars going into his field. I think we need traffic lights at the crossroads and a roundabout at the junction. Ideally speed cameras up caldwell road as well because it’s a racetrack at the minute
· The laziness of some dog owners is getting ridiculous. You cannot walk around Drakelow Park and Dracan Village without seeing a barrage of poo or poo bags (of those that pick it up but still leave it!). Its disrespectful and its dangerous especially for younger children if they touch it. Bins are at the very least a necessity. The ongoing construction noise and dust will ease eventually I know but provisions should be put in place in the meantime to reduce effects on residents. Finally, the roads and pathways around all ofDrakelow are either riddled in potholes, caving away and/or covered in litter.
· Anti social teenagers on the estate, swearing 
· Potholes and lack of dog poo bins on the estate 
· Weeds in the block paving and roads makes the estate look unkempt 
· Developer not informing us of path & road resurfacing. Starting work & blocking cars from getting off driveways
· Drugs. Around my area, I have witnessed deals, in summer especially, smell of cannabis multiple times each week. Public footpaths. The existing path is muddy, riddled with puddles. Why is the foot path not rerouted to come out near the boat and jet ski club, cutting walk time to schools and town down considerably. After all there will be a walkway eventually based on the plans, so would save having to go through the building works and entrance next to phase 1. 
· Bus links are minimal and the bus stop after the railway bridge drops you off in the mud

SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY

Drakelow Parish Council Draft social media communications policy March 2026 the Parish Council operates its official website DrakelowParish.gov.uk/ and two Facebook sites
Drakelow Parish Council which normally carries Parish Notices with no comments allowed.
Drakelow Residents site which carries notices relevant to issues affecting the whole community within Drakelow and upon which a limited amount of relevant resident comment is allowed but is not a “chat site”.
Neither carry adverts except those of a Public Service nature. Both are heavily moderated by the admins to ensure the highest possible accuracy of content, and we exclude comments likely to cause offence and those containing profanity and will block membership where appropriate.
And as per the site rules membership is restricted to residents of the Parish with exceptions (eg local council officials) approved by the admins whose decision is “final”.
Those consistently attempting to place adverts for services will be blocked and removed from membership.
Within Drakelow there are three other privately moderated sites.
· Drakelow Park Group which is primarily for Residents of David Wilson Homes Phases 1 & 2 with Galloway Road as its main thoroughfare
· Bluebell Woods primarily for residents of the houses with Sidings Drive as its access
· Dracan Village Residents which also covers all phases of the newest development areas     excluding DWH Phases 1 & 2 and Bluebell Woods
These three sites have an important role to play in discussing issues which concern the particular neighbourhood and help create social atmosphere. But remember “We are all Drakelow” and the Parish Council represents ALL.
SO, WE URGE ALL RESIDENTS TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE DRAKELOW RESIDENTS SITE ALONGSIDE YOUR MORE LOCAL FEED in order to have access to accurate information about things that affect all of us. (from June 1st posts on Drakelow Residents site will NOT be auto shared with the other local feeds)
N.B. We all live in Drakelow which is part of South Derbyshire. The home address which contains Burton on Trent is a postal address only.
Resident Issues
If you have an issue which you wish the Parish Council to discuss this must be lodged via the Contact Page on the Parish Website. Comments on Facebook will not be automatically discussed but be aware that as residents your Councillors will usually be aware of underlying concerns.
Residents must report criminal and similar issues such as ASB to the Police via 999 if they are immediate or 101 if the issue has “happened” and is no longer doing so. The latter 101 system now has a very usable and effective “chat” link which is easier to use than the long form
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