



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7.15pm on Wednesday 13th May 2026

Present: Cllrs M Cummings (Chairman), A Kenney, T Bidder, C Grice, S Treacy, 
J Lloyd & J Rogers
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present: Cllr A Wheelton & A Cobley

59.26    Election of the Chair for the Civic Year 2026/27
The Chairman stated that he would be happy to stand for the next year. Cllr Treacy proposed this and the
councillors all agreed unanimously. 

60.26    Declaration of acceptance of office (Chair)
Signing of paperwork by the Chairman, witnessed by the Clerk & Councillors 

61.26	 Apologies
Cllr A Tilley

62.26       Declaration of Members Interests
None

63.26      Election of Vice Chair for Civic Year 2026/27
Councillors voted Cllr Grice as Vice Chair for the year ahead, unanimously

64.26       Public Speaking 
None 

65.26        County Council (Cllr Wheelton)
Councillor Wheelton’s Report
Good Afternoon,
 
I have already updated on the Drakelow and Bridge Steer Update and Actions and there is some crossover within District and County matters. I am having some success in clearing some new, many historic outstanding issues, many lighting where there has been a delay with parts and my focus has been on flood/gully issues in Coton, Stanton, Rosliston and Netherseal.  I have tended to update each Parish Council individually; my vast spreadsheet is reducing in size!
 
My focus has now moved onto signage of which I have quite a backlog, much agreed it is just not being actioned, and I am not gaining answers so far. I noticed a road closed sign at the bottom of Coton Road by the Swan Pub Walton on Trent 13 to 15th May, I have just queried that and am most impressed on a Bank Holiday, I have an immediate response and it is SSW who do not have a valid TTRO and tomorrow the permit will be revoked but DCC will speak to them first, I shall confirm this with Walton PC.
 
A few generic updates below I receive an vast amount of information so I have pulled a few bits out, I am avoiding any of the political ones, there are regular cabinet meeting updates and papers but nothing specific to our area, I am aware the new Drakelow Academy School is on track to be handed over from Vistry to DCC 14/05, I received an update at the end of last week.
 
Billion pound investment opportunities showcased in Derbyshire
[image: invest in derbyshire]
Invest in Derbyshire is launching a new campaign to grow investment in the county’s economy, showcasing a portfolio of development opportunities worth billions of pounds.
Working with district and borough councils, our Invest in Derbyshire campaign will be launched at an event on Thursday 7 May at Toyota’s Burnaston car manufacturing plant – one of the most successful inward investments in the county’s history.
Speakers include representatives from Toyota, East Midlands Freeport, Devonshire Group, the University of Derby and Business Peak District.
More than 100 investors, developers, businesses and local government partners are expected to attend the event, which marks the start of a concerted effort to build on Derbyshire’s reputation as a home for industries critical to the future of the regional and national economy.
 
Help with rising costs of heating oil and LPG gas

	[image: radiator]We're launching a new fund to support vulnerable households who rely on heating oil or bottled gas with the rising costs of fuel. We're using funding from the Government, announced in response to higher prices arising from the conflict in the Middle East.
Approximately, 7,800 households currently use heating oil in the county, with a further almost 3,000 homes that rely on LPG.
Up to £311,000 is available to support low-income and vulnerable people across Derbyshire, who are not connected to the mains gas network and are having trouble in obtaining fuel.
Where people are eligible, we could contribute up to £350 towards the cost of LPG or heating oil, with payments made directly to fuel suppliers. In exceptional circumstances, it may be possible for the full cost of fuel, up to the equivalent of 500 litres, to be covered.
Read more
The new Council Plan
DCC launched a new 'focused, pragmatic and no-nonsense' Council Plan which will set our direction up to 2029.
The plan, which sets out a clear change in direction, was approved earlier this year and has now been launched.
The simpler, easy-to-understand plan outlines our vision and the outcomes we seek to achieve, with a focus on prioritising core statutory services, cutting bureaucracy and maximising efficiency.
Read more
Parents and carers urged to apply for their child's school transport
	[image: home to school transport disabled bus minibus]Parents and carers of children and young people with an Education, Health and Care Plan need to apply to us for their school transport by Sunday 31 May.
A new application for transport starting in September 2026 must be submitted if a child or young person is:
· moving from Year 6 to Year 7
· moving from Year 11 into post‑16 education
· already in post‑16 education and continuing their studies in September 2026.
Parents do not need to apply:
· if their child is remaining at the same school and there is no change to their placement, from year 6 to year 7.
· If they have already submitted an application for a September 2026 start.
New applications are required where a child or young person is changing phase or moving into post‑16 provision, even if they have previously received transport support.
Applications received after 31 May 2026 may mean transport cannot be guaranteed to be in place for the start of term.
Apply for transport and view our policies 





 
 
[image: Completed Roadmender asphalt repair]Mending roads with Roadmender
We're using a product called Roadmender mastic to carry out permanent patching repairs at sites where there are multiple defects and potholes.
We're targeting the repairs on a reactive basis at sites damaged following the very wet wintry weather.
Our highway inspectors identify suitable sites to use the product as part of their regular checks.
Roadmender has a high recycled rubber content, from old HGV tyres, and is more elastic than traditional asphalt, giving a long lasting, permanent repair.
This means it can be applied directly onto roads in need of repair as a new protective road surface where potholes or cracking damage have previously occurred.
If the potholes are deep, we will fill them first to create a smooth surface before we apply the treatment.
The product is guaranteed for 12 months and creates a sealed surface with no joints, ideal as it prevents water from getting in and causing damage to the surface and structure of the road.
We also use the treatment on roads we have already patched, running the product around the edges of our repairs to give a permanent, long-lasting finish.
We've employed WJ as our contractor, with two teams working across the county using a budget of up to £4 million for 2026/27 on Roadmender and other innovative repair techniques.
The product costs approx. £40 square metre to lay, with additional costs for traffic management like temporary lights etc.
Sites where repairs have already been completed during March 2026.
· Hognaston, Unnamed section of Road, 20 sqm, completed 05/03/2026
· Hognaston, Unnamed road from Carsington, 81 sqm, completed 05/03/2026
· Carsington, Unnamed road from Carsington, 30 sqm, completed 05/03/2026
· Carsington, Unnamed road from Carsington, 16 sqm, completed 05/03/2026
· Hulland Ward, Gibfield Lane, 21 sqm, completed 06/03/2026
· Hulland Ward, Gibfield Lane, 3 sqm, completed 07/03/2026
· Hulland Ward, Millfield Lane, 40 sqm, completed 09/03/2026
· Monyash, The Square, 44 sqm, completed 09/03/2026
· Monyash, The Rake, 99 sqm, completed 17/03/2026
· Monyash, Church Street, 2 sqm, completed 17/03/2026
· Monyash, The Rake, 20 sqm, completed 18/03/2026
· Monyash, The Rake , 36 sqm, completed 18/03/2026
· Belper Hill Close, 79 sqm, completed 14/03/2026
· Belper Highwood Avenue, 67 sqm, completed 13/03/2026
· Melbourne, Dunnicliffe Lane, 41 sqm, completed 18/03/2026
· Melbourne, The Woodlands , 42 sqm, completed 19/03/2026
· Melbourne, Castle Lane, 39 sqm, completed 27/03/2026
· Melbourne, Castle Lane, 18 sqm, completed 27/03/2026
· Melbourne, Potter Street, 25 sqm, completed 27/03/2026
· Melbourne, Victoria Street, 8 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Melbourne, Victoria Street, 28 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Melbourne, Queensway, 2.5 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Kings Newton, Main Street, 1 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Kings Newton, Main Street, 12 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Kings Newton  Main Street, 12 sqm, completed 24/03/2026
· Kings Newton, Main Street,  27 sqm, completed 25/03/2026
· Kings Newton, Main Street, 4 sqm, completed 27/03/2026
· Glossop, Spring Rise, 37 sqm, completed 18/03/2026
· Glossop, Spring Rise, 18 sqm, completed 19/03/2026
· Glossop, Green Bank, 42 sqm, completed 19/03/2026
· Whaley Bridge, Macclesfield Road, 138 sqm, completed 25/03/2026
· Matlock, Bakewell Road, 62 sqm, completed 27/03/2026
· Eyam, Main Road, 1 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Eyam, Hawkhill Road, 5.5 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Eyam, Town Head, 10.5 sqm, completed 21/03/2026
· Eyam, Main Road, 14.5 sqm, completed 20/03/2026
· Eyam, Church Street, 2 sqm, completed 21/03/2026
· Eyam, Church Street, 2.5 sqm, completed 21/03/2026.
Sites surveyed and programmed for repairs for completion during April/May/June, depending on other service priorities.
· Ashbourne, Park Avenue
· Ashbourne, Cokayne Avenue
· Ashbourne, Park Road
· Ashbourne, North Avenue
· Ashbourne, Sturston Road
· Ashbourne, Belle Vue Road
· Ashbourne, Dove House Green
· Breadsall, Ford Lane, 136 sqm
· Holme Hall, Atlow Close, 91 sqm 
· Holme Hall, Oldridge Close, 10.6 sqm
· Holme Hall, Foston Drive, 23.8 sqm       
· Brockwell, Franklyn Road, 103.7 sqm
· Brockwell, Darwin Road, 11 sqm
· Brockwell, Darwin Road, 11 sqm 
· Brockwell, Holmebank West, 104 sqm.
Sites awaiting survey with work expected to be completed during summer 2026, depending on the outcome of surveys and site suitability.
· Grindleford, St Helens Close
· Brockwell, Fairfield Road
· Chesterfield, Hawksley Avenue
· Chesterfield, West Street
· Chesterfield, Madin Street
· Chesterfield, New Queen Street
· Newbold, Edinburgh Road
· Newbold, Edinburgh Road
· Newbold, Edinburgh Road
· Newbold, Highfield Road
· Newbold, Trinity Close,
· Newbold, Highfield Road.
Please note nothing in South Derbyshire except Melbourne and Kings Newton,
Regards
 
Amy
 
Councillor Amy Wheelton
Independent Derbyshire County Councillor for Linton Division
Including Catton, Cauldwell, Coton in the Elms, Coton Park, Drakelow, Grangewood, Linton, Lullington, Netherseal, Overseal, Rosliston, Stanton & Walton-on-Trent.
Mobile: 07973 909509
 

· Cllr Wheelton was also asked about the new signposts for the bypass. These are being manufactured and she is currently unsure at this stage when they will arrive, however, her view is that it should just state Drakelow. 
· The acquisition of the new Flying High Academy has been approved by Derbyshire County Council and the process is on track. 
· Chairman briefly discussed the CEMP not having been fulfilled on the Oaklands Solar Farm, and that the council will be objecting to this. This is also in conjunction with 4 further neighbouring parishes and shall be sent to the planning department, Cllr Wheelton & Cllr Tilley.

66.26       District Council (Cllr Tilley)

[bookmark: _Hlk221557320]Report to Drakelow Parish Council for May 2026 from Linton District Councillor Alistair Tilley. 
Fly tipping at Dracan Village.
Following a social media report of scaffolding poles being used by children to create a den in trees by the Walton Road second roundabout, I checked the site and I found plastic pipes (not scaffold poles), a ladder and other construction materials. I reported this on two separate occasions to the Developer Vistry. Despite a commitment to address this problem it has not been resolved.  SDDC clean team will not clear this as it on private land.
Meeting with Midland Heart
I have asked if a member of the Parish Council would like to join the meetings and Amy Kenney has kindly agreed to represent the Parish Council. 
Playing pitches and lighting of pitches at Drakelow New School
I am working with the Parish Council to address to issue of lack of playing field provision at Drakelow and lighting on the new pitch at the Drakelow school.
I will discuss the pitch provision in meetings of the Local Plan Working Group.
Consultation on Areas Forums.
Between February and April 2026, interested parties, including attendees, Parish Councils, District and County Councillors, the Police and CVS, were consulted on proposals to change the current Area Forum structure. Officers proposed to replace the existing six Area Forums, each meeting two to three times per year (a total of 12–18 meetings annually), with a new structure consisting of two Parish Liaison Meetings and two Non‑Parish Liaison Meetings per year.
This will be presented to the Council for a decision at a meeting next Thursday.
Drakelow Community Building
I have agreement from the Head of Community Services at SDDC to hold a regular meeting with me to discuss progress and funding for the Community Building.
Bus Service to Dracan Village
I continue to work to improve the bus provision to Dracan Village, I have asked for minutes of the 106 agreement Schedule 6 Travel Plan steering group, which includes commitments to provide a phased bus service through the Drakelow site as building work progresses.
This has not yet been supplied to me.
A further report of the status of various planning matters at Dracan Village was reported to the Walton on Trent Bridge Steering Committee by the developer Vistry. This meeting is chaired by Cllr Wheelton and while the money for the bridge is provided by a section 106 Agreement for the Drakelow site in the Linton Ward, I am not invited to that meeting so must rely on the minutes from this meeting.
67.26         Police
Crime figures were reported as below:
March: - 6 Assault, 4 Domestic Incidents, 1 Theft, 1 Public Order, 2 Stalking, 1 Criminal Damage, 1 Theft of Vehicle and 1 Threats.

Cllr Kenney raised the question of whether we could be furnished with more detail than the basic figures to give us a better understanding of the issues in the parish, however, it was stated that we have requested an expansion on the information before and they are unable to provide us with this.

68.26        Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 8th April 2026. Clerk will add these to the website.
Agreed.

69.26	     Chairmans Announcements
· Most of the Chairmans announcements, updates and observations were outlined in the Annual Parish Meeting prior to this meeting. Any further issues are covered further on within the agenda.

70.26 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.

71.26	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:


	[bookmark: _Hlk33185084]Cheque No.
	Payee
	Date
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	[bookmark: _Hlk33184957]BACS
	Clerk
	30/04/2026
	Clerk Wages – April 
	£873.13
	NIL
	£873.13

	BACS
	Hinckley & Rugby Account
	09/04/2026
	Transfer to Interest account 
	£8,000
	NIL
	£8,000

	BACS
	James Lungley
	24/04/2026
	Drakelow Domain Name
	£36,00
	NIL
	£36,00

	BACS
	3 Mobile
	10/04/2026
	Monthly Bill
	£8.40
	NIL
	£8.40

	BACS
	Unity
	30/04/2026
	Service Charge
	£7.00
	NIL
	£7.00

	
	
	
	TOTAL 
	£8,924.53
	NIL
	£8,924.53




INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount

	02/04/2026
	SDDC
	1st Half Precept
	£11,065



b) Internal Audit Report completed successfully.

c) AGAR section 1 for completion and signing by Chair – completed 

d) AGAR section 2 for approval and signing by Chair – completed
72.26          Planning

DMOT/2026/0516 - Approval of details reserved by condition 4 (CEMP) of permission DMPA/2025/0655 relating to the Approval of reserved matters (access, layout, scale, appearance and landscaping) for 203 dwellings pursuant to outline permission ref. DMPA/2022/1515 (Variation of condition 4 of planning permission DMPA/2020/1460 to update the phasing arrangements for the site) at Land at Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote.
No objections or comments from Councillors. All agreed

73.26         Outside meetings, training & updates
Cllr Bidder –
· Emailed Councillors with a summary of the survey findings. He suggested that these results could be published on social media and sent out via mail merge to those residents who provided their email addresses and are happy to be contacted. Clerk to look at the latter. 

Cllr Kenney –
· ASB – the police have sent out an update on areas they are highlighting including working more closely with the community, working with local schools, providing more patrols and looking closely at Dracan Village.
· Andrea Thompson (PCSO) – emailed to advise that they are closely monitoring the use of electric scooters on Dracan, trees being ripped up and damage being done to the park area, and speeding. It has been highlighted once again to ensure people are reporting things directly through 101.
· CVS Foodbank Swadlincote – would like to erect a marquee in the park area and park a mobile vehicle next to this, on the 17th June, however, Cllr Kenney has stated that the spaced there will not allow this. We still need some questions answered regarding this including; Where are they getting their data from? Is it going to be a regular occurrence or a one off? Do their staff require DBS checks? What criteria are they using? Chairman has proposed that Cllr Kenney creates a letter to CVS, which should be distributed to all Cllrs to agree for it to be sent. 

Cllr Treacy –
· Believes Facebook & the website are perhaps not overly effective and that the council should consider a leaflet drop. The Chairman pointed out that now as a parish we are a large area to be able to do this and it could work out quite costly for the leaflets then just to be thrown away. Cllr Lloyd suggested a Whatsapp Community Group being established, which could be set up to be a one way updates system for its members, and perhaps a community chat for two-way conversation. He also mentioned Instagram as a possible better option than Facebook.
· Cllr Treacy discussed that social media platforms can be linked to the website so that posting on one, can push this information out on to the others. 
· The Chairman stated he favours all Councillors being able to admin PC Facebook page and therefore post as Drakelow Parish Council. All Councillors are in favour of this. Unanimous. (MC has set up).
· Cllr Lloyd is looking to set up a Whatsapp group/Community.
· Cllr Treacy expressed his disappointment that the email trail which the council has been sent with regards to the community hall development plans, compares badly to a development in Mickleover which has far less properties, however, 6 designated pitch areas around it for utilisation by the residents.
· Potholes – the ongoing issue with these appears to be improving as many are being rectified and he has not had to report any new ones. Additionally, the reinstatements being done seem to be permanent rather than temporary. 
· Reinstatement around entrance to Royal Farm – he is concerned about this as it seems to have sunk quite considerably. He has reported this. 
· Railway Bridge – no further progress with this thus far. Cllr Treacy is going to request a new Freedom of Information request. 
· Cllr attended the Bridge Steering Committee – he advised that half of this was updates about Dracan Park. It is now looking to be more like the end of the year for completion of the new bridge, rather than the Summer as previously stated. Some approvals are still being awaited and the summer events at Caton Park will stall progress somewhat due to not being able to close roads as and when required. 
· Defibrillator – Cllr Treacy has seen a subscription for this at £35 per month for indoor or £40 per month for outdoor. He is wondering if this could be considered for the school pitch area. Cllr Lloyd suggested that the school may have one of these in place already, and he will enquire with them about this. Eventually when the village centre opens, the council would like to have one located there also. The Chairman supports these ideas going forwards when things are established however for now, there is one located in the DWH Sales Office and a further one near the Waste Plant (in the hut at entrance but not available 24 hours).  
· Microsoft 365 Migration – all set up and ready to go. Cllr now needs to speak to James Lungley to move this all over to the new system I the next day or so.

Cllr Grice –
· Sent email to councillors re road and similar, requesting agreement. 

Cllr Lloyd –
· Has now been introduced via email to the new Headteacher of Flying High Academy. The school are onboard with working with the council to become the new centre of the community and upon receiving the keys, are happy to give the Parish Council a look around the school prior to its opening. Cllr also enquired as to the council holding our meetings within the school when it is up and running, and the Head seems open to this. 
· Pitch lighting – will not be done prior to the school opening and would have to be done afterwards, however, this would not be able to be flood lighting due to the properties behind the pitch area, so could only be low level lighting. 
· He has received no response yet from SDDC or Sport England and has mentioned assistance with this to Antony Cobley and the MP’s Office. 

Cllr Rogers – 
· Should now be present at meetings for the remainder of the year.
· Nothing further to add.

74.26 Items for Discussion/decision
a Meeting frequency going forwards
Council decided unanimously to leave this at one meeting per month on the second Wednesday, with the exception of August when there is no meeting. 
b Railway Bridge – Network Rail
Discussed within Councillor’s reports. 
c EMA Internal Audit
Carried out on Friday 17th April. Completed successfully. 
d External Audit with PKF
Paperwork now signed and agreed by Chairman at the meeting and witnessed by Councillors. This now shall be emailed over to the external auditors.



e Oaklands Solar Farm 
DMOT/2026/0536 Approval of details required by requirement 9 (CEMP) of permission ref. Oaklands Farm Solar Park Order 2025 relating to a generating station with a gross electrical output capacity of over 50 megawatts at Oaklands Farm Solar Park, Coton Road, Walton upon Trent, DE12 8LP

We write relative to the Planning Inspectorate DCO particularly in respect of requirements for  
1. community engagement
1. traffic management
1. Liaison with Community re clauses 3.2.(1-3). 

As to item1 (community engagement)
There has been no specific engagement with Drakelow Parish Council and we are unaware of any forum having been established to include this or other Parishes directly affected.
At the presentation there was no cohesion in answers to questions. At the event Drakelow PC specifically raised questions about the Community Benefit Fund. These questions (see below) had first been raised with the BayWa team via email on April 9th with a follow up on April 20th.
1. How and when will the fund become operational?
1. Is there a Steering Group?
1. Which authority will be the stakeholder?
1. How will the decision be made relative to distribution and which projects/initiatives is it anticipated will benefit?
1. May we suggest distribution via the legally constituted Parish Councils for the Parishes affected who can then fund local activities within their areas?
It will be important to have this information available for the forthcoming "drop in" consultation on April 22nd.
Neither of the emails were graced with the courtesy of a reply and the information requested was not available at the presentation except for confirmation from the BayWa team that the community fund is not intended to kick in until the site is operational not at the beginning of the periods of maximum disruption to local residents (mid 2026).

As to item 2 (Traffic Management)
· The presentational leaflet recently delivered to Residents claims that a Traffic Management Group has been established
· Drakelow PC is unaware of this body and has had no invitation to be involved despite it being an area to be disrupted,.
And as to item 3 
There has been no direct attempt by the applicants to discuss the responsibilities set out in the relevant clauses

We are expected to be happy that no action has been taken relative to setting up the Community Benefit Fund, fulfilling the CEMP etc and yet delighted that the disruptive work can commence with dispatch! 

The Parish Council is of the opinion that the CEMP requirements have not been met. It resolved to make SDDC planning aware of its concerns of its exclusion from arrangements and discussions. It contends that there can be no case for allowing any of the site works to go ahead until the Requirement 9 demands are fulfilled and the Community Fund is operative. Legal clarity must been given to the definition of “operational” being the point at which construction works begin; rather than the looser interpretation, preferred by the promoters of the scheme, of ,when it is up and running and producing power at some projected time in the future.
We consider it entirely appropriate that the Parishes of Coton, Drakelow, Rosliston and Walton meet together to  draft and submit recommendations for the formation, membership and constitution of the groups which will manage the Community Funding and of the group charged with Traffic Management.

Unanimously agreed to send.

f Drakelow Public Service Ads Page
 Chairman happy to discuss this at a future meeting but believes Facebook pages should be free from advertising and that all important information should be put on the Drakelow Residents Group. He does not want Drakelow Residents to be a chat group. All Cllrs agreed along with them being given access to post as Drakelow Parish Council. 
g Preplanning discussion re 251 houses, Walton Road
· Cllrs all in agreement that the PC need to request suitable sports facilities, possibly instead of the supermarket, and propose putting something together to reflect this. 
· Cllr Treacy suggests changes to the proposed spine road. This is currently being looked at by Cllr Grice, along with suggested roundabouts, pedestrian crossings and improved, more suitable speed limits, as per the email discussed in his updates. All Councillors agreed the Cllr Grice and the Chairman can work on this together and send to the developer. 
h Fallow Junction 
Chairman discussed his walk around the development with Rob Bellamy, Antony Cobley and Cllr Bidder. He stated that this was informative and broken trees are to be replaced. He also mentioned the broken fence near the railway, which Cllr Rogers pointed out was on the boundary for National Rail, and he would personally report it to them to be fixed. The Chairman was informed that the Fallow Road entrance has already been adopted 2 years ago by DCC, and he feels we should approach them again regarding its safety, and suitability for the traffic flow. This has been requested to be placed on the next agenda.
I Community Sports facilities
Already discussed earlier within the meeting.
j Items for next agenda:  

75.26 Closed Session
None

76.26 Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 10th June 2026, 7pm, at the Immanuel Church Hall, Stapenhill. 

Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….
MEETING ON MONDAY 20TH MAY 2024 		

MEETING ON MONDAY 20TH MAY 2024 		
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