



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7.15pm on Wednesday 10th June 2026

Present: Cllrs M Cummings (Chairman), A Kenney, C Grice, S Treacy & J Lloyd
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present: Cllr A Wheelton, Cllr A Tilley & A Cobley, Tamsin of L&T Events


77.26	 Apologies
Cllr T Bidder
Cllr J Rogers

78.26       Declaration of Members Interests
None

79.26        County Council (Cllr Wheelton)
Councillor Wheelton’s Report
Good Afternoon
 
I must admit being rather overwhelmed currently with another unauthorised Gypsy and Traveller site at Netherseal over the Bank Holiday weekend at Clifton Road. No planning permission, I gained a TSN (Temporary Stop Notice) served  on Wednesday which they breached last night from 5pm with more building. I also have NSIP Oaklands conditions – I have not heard anything from Planning despite my CEMP concerns. A large G&T Clover Park site expansion on Tuesday’s planning at Netherseal and the Woodville Road G&T site Appeal – deadline 08/06 and a hearing in August. I do however love being a Cllr and it has been more hands on this month, clearing roads and all manner of resident queries!
 
Development Management Committee meeting 02/06/2026
 
Therefore, this will be brief! I do update you on matters throughout the month, I have Bridge Steer tomorrow and have invited both Staffs and Derbys County Council cabinet members to a visit to try and encourage speed and collaboration on progressing the Staffs side tie in, this will include the narrowing.    
 
I wish to acknowledge the sad passing of a SDDC refuse driver on Cadley Lane last week on his way to work, refuse teams were recalled and refuse bins will be emptied when they get to them, I am not chasing.
 
Attached whilst at Netherseal may be of interest to all as it is National Forest and fruit cage making – volunteering for anyone interested but learning as well, the woodland (only just planted)  is on the right heading to Netherseal from Overseal! Also attached a Park Life Leaflet for 2026 a good variety of events for the summer you may wish to publish.
 
CVS have a Volunteer Fair is taking place next week on Tuesday 2nd June 10am to 2pm at Green Bank Leisure Centre Swadlincote
 
Several committees including Annual and Civic Council you are aware forums are staying as they are; this is welcomed.
 
Environmental and Development Services Committee meeting 28/05/2026
 
The above has the new planning enforcement policy it was disappointing much of what was asked for at Overview and Scrutiny is not in it and it was in effect nodded through, no Cllrs bar me seemed to challenge or scrutinise anything which is a great shame,  in my personal view it is no better than the old one, we are told this will mean better enforcement, that will need to be evidenced  going forward.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me anytime,
 
Regards
 
Amy

80.26       District Council (Cllr Tilley)

Report to Drakelow Parish Council for June 2026 from Linton District Councillor Alistair Tilley.
Fly tipping at Dracan Village.
Following a social media report of scaffolding poles being used by children to create a den in trees by the Walton Road second roundabout, I checked the site and I found plastic pipes (not scaffold poles), a ladder and other construction materials. I reported this on two separate occasions to the Developer Vistry. Despite a commitment to address this problem it has not been resolved. SDDC clean team will not clear this as it on private land.
These materials have now been cleared by the developer following a further email request to Vistry from me.
Meeting with Midland Heart
I have asked if a member of the Parish Council would like to join the meetings and Amy Kenney has kindly agreed to represent the Parish Council.
Amy joined the Meeting last week, two representatives of South Derbyshire CVS also attended and they have arranged for the Food Bank support “POP UP” Bus to visit the park at Thorneywood Road on Wednesday 17th June. Amy has a draft copy of the minutes from the meeting but they do need some corrections.

Consultation on Areas Forums.
Between February and April 2026, interested parties, including attendees, Parish Councils, District and County Councillors, the Police and CVS, were consulted on proposals to change the current Area Forum structure. Officers proposed to replace the existing six Area Forums, each meeting two to three times per year (a total of 12–18 meetings annually), with a new structure consisting of two Parish Liaison Meetings and two Non-Parish Liaison Meetings per year.
This will be presented to the Council for a decision at a meeting next Thursday.
The Council has decided that there will be no change to the Area Forum Structure and it they will continue in the current form.
Drakelow Community Building
I have met with Sean McBurney and following this meeting spoke to your Chair to let him know that I have concerns and I note that he sent an email update summarising the issues as listed below,
………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Community Hall
There is no evidence that the promise made at meetings with SM that SDDC will plan, build , commission and operate a facility until financial viability is making any progress whatsoever.
Busses
The 106 requirement for a new bus service seems to be ignored at all levels. Appar-ently it is now in the hands of The East Midland Mayoral authority in Nottingham.
Sports
AT has asked SM to look at how the old Power Station football pitch area on EON land on the Southern edge of our patch can be incorporated into future leisure planning and not lost!
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
I have now asked for a minuted meeting with the Sean McBurney and Steffan Saunders to discuss the following agenda.
Community building at Dracan, including location, plans, budget, actual and other sources of funding to make up the difference.
Open space, football pitch provision, aspiration versus reality and timescale
Shop, doctor surgery… progress and agreed timescale
Spine Road Progress, and bus service
Deculverting and temporary footpath
Cllr Tilley stated that he is currently awaiting many meetings regarding some of the above, including the Community building and Bus Services. It was suggested as long ago as 2 years, that the No’2 bus service should be diverted to Dracan to create a more frequent public transport availability, rather than the current 2 hour service. Still awaiting a response on this. 

81.26       Public Speaking 

Local resident, Tamsin, of L & T Events, attended the meeting to discuss their proposed community event on Dracan Park. 

Tamsin and her business partner have applied for a Charity Registration number, which has a 23 week wait and should be received by September, when they will become L & T Trust. 

They hope to run a community event on Dracan in late August, to help raise funds for small local charities. Last time they carried out one of these events, they had collection buckets to raise funds for donations. 

Charities they help are selected by their board of trustees following the receipt of applications from small charities in the area. 

They are hoping to bring the local community together to strengthen community spirit and encourage those of all ages to attend their stalls, face painting, refreshments stands etc. 

Police, Ambulance and Fire are all made aware and on many occasions at the events, some representatives from these organisations are present. Any disruptions including noise and parking are taken very seriously, and volunteers are utilised to help maintain good processes on the day, along with them holding insurance. Following receiving the go ahead from Vistry, Tamsin will do a letter drop to houses on Dracan to gain feedback and answer any questions.  They also follow the guidance in Martin’s Law and take public safety very seriously. The Chairman stressed the need to: 
·  Ensure that all Drakelow residents are included. 
· Approach homeowners along the park for views on an event.
· Make arrangements for parking.
· Advise the police.

Cllr Tilley suggested possibly speaking to the school also to enquire there as a potential venue. 

82.26         Police
Crime figures were reported as below:
May :- Assault 3, Domestic Incidents 2, RTC 3, Harassment 3, Public Order 1, Mal Comms 1, Dog Causing Injury 2, Criminal Damage 1, Theft of Vehicle 1& Drug Supply/Possession 2. 

83.26        Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 10th May 2026. Clerk will add these to the website.
Agreed.

84.26	     Chairmans Announcements
· Site Dust – No signs of dust as yet, possibly due to the volume of rain we have been having, however, there is a 15-foot-high bank of rubble in the top corner of the site, against phase 1, and no dust monitors present. Cllr Grice stated that Taylor Wimpey, Vistry and the environmental office should be contacted about this and reminded. He is actioning this with a draft copy to the Clerk for approval. All agreed. 
· Oaklands update re meeting of local PC’s and confirmation by Cllrs of any actions to be taken jointly – Drakelow, Walton, Coton and Rosliston PC’s are jointly taking action regarding the Community fund. They are working together to seek a direct receipt of the fund being split across the 4 council’s affected by the works. Councillors agreed unanimously to the principle of the arrangement and a legal framework to follow after a further meeting of the group of PC’s.  
· 251 Houses – possible scheme update – The developers have been informed that the PC does not support a supermarket on the land, instead suggesting sports facilities for the parish. We now await a formal response. 
· Conifers & replacement. Where did we park the issue? – Currently still ongoing. Cllr Grice stated that we need a whole site landscaping master plan and will contact Vistry to request this. 
· Redaction decision and future Cllr vacancies – Redaction of Cllr addresses have now been allowed by the government. Prior to this, this rule had sadly cost the PC 2 Councillors, on privacy grounds. The Chairman suggested speaking to these 2 Councillors about the possibility of returning. All Cllrs agreed and the Chairman will make contact. 
· Discuss and propose changes to the use of Facebook – Cllrs discussed the possibility of the usage of multiple platforms, rather than just Facebook. Cllrs Lloyd and Treacy to make proposals and necessary pre-launch arrangements for PC consideration. (See also Cllr Lloyd report below).

85.26 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.

86.26	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:

[bookmark: _Hlk39503073][bookmark: _Hlk39503139]
[bookmark: _Hlk213060252]PAYMENTS


	[bookmark: _Hlk33185084]Cheque No.
	Payee
	Date
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	[bookmark: _Hlk33184957]BACS
	Clerk
	29/05/2026
	Clerk Wages – May
	£797.83
	NIL
	£797.83

	BACS
	3 Mobile
	11/05/2026
	Monthly Bill
	£9.00
	NIL
	£9.00

	BACS
	Unity
	31/05/2026
	Service Charge
	£7.00
	NIL
	£7.00

	
	
	
	TOTAL 
	£813.83
	NIL
	£813.83




INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount

	
	
	
	






87.26          Planning


DMOT/2026/0661 - Approval of details required by Conditions 3 (lighting), 5 (landscaping) and 6 (materials) of permission ref. DMPA/2023/1553 relating to Approval of reserved matters (layout, scale, appearance and landscaping) pursuant to outline permission ref. DMPA/2022/1515 for 4 dwellings on land forming part of Phase 2 at Land at SK2420 2230 Drakelow Park, Walton Road, Drakelow, Swadlincote.
No objections or comments. All agreed.

DMOT/2026/0626 - The felling of trees covered by South Derbyshire District Council Tree Preservation Order no. 122 at Dracan Village, Drakelow Park, Drakelow, South Derbyshire. 
Chairman is concerned that more trees are being felled than necessary. Cllr Grice also raised the issue of trees damaged during the recent storms. An assurance is required that only necessary, damaged or diseased trees are being removed, along with the question of possible replanting. Cllr Grice putting something together regarding this to send to Chairman. 

Cllr Grice to draw up proposed comments on this for consideration of the team. Agreed unanimously. 

88.26         Outside meetings, training & updates

Cllr Kenney –
· Midland Heart are producing a newsletter. Amy suggested a section where we explain the functions and recent work of the PC.
· Cllr Kenney attended MH meeting along with Cllr Tilley. Residents there highlighted the lack of Post Boxes and Dog Poo Bin’s and have been advised that nothing can be done about this until the roads are adopted. 
· Midland Heart is also interested in using the school for activities. 
· CVS are running their mobile foodbank event on Dracan and have confirmed that the area was chosen after local residents contact re inability to get to the foodbank in Swadlincote.
· Midland Heart have also stated that they are working with the Police regarding ASB in the area and are hoping to put an agreement in place shortly for information sharing on problem tenants. 

Cllr Treacy –
· MS365 – 3 Cllrs need to change their passwords over and become fully integrated with the new arrangement. 
· Bridge Steer Committee: -
· 3rd roundabout has been redesigned and is causing delays
· DE culverting being done and needs to be monitored
· Housing completion – no higher due to current housing market
· Far side of the new bridge has issues requiring redesign, access by ARC, which may delay things until Spring next year. 

Cllr Grice –
· Raised the question again of raising the PC’s profile and need to heighten peoples understanding of what we do. The Chairman raised the work which Cllr Bidder did on this recently and the minimal resident response to the recent survey. A communications plan is needed. To be discussed.
· Correspondence that Cllr Grice has been working on regarding numerous points such as traffic calming measures, speed limits, crossings and 3 mini roundabouts to help keep the parish safer, has been agreed and is being copied to the Clerk when sent. Unanimously agreed.

Cllr Lloyd –
· Cllr is going to set up a Whatsapp Community account & perhaps Instagram. These can serve as one-way communications or announcements from the PC to help us in relaying information and potentially reaching a larger audience. Agreed by all that first steps be put in place.
· Cllr is still working on potential sporting facilities for the parish. The Sport England response received confirms that they were consulted in 2009 by SDDC but their advice has not all been followed within SDDC planning. Cllr Lloyd asked by meeting to draft an email for agreement of Cllrs. 

89.26 Items for Discussion/decision

a PKF External Audit
Paperwork sent off to PKF Littlejohn and a response received to acknowledge receipt. COMPLETE
b Fallow Junction 
Requested to be carried forward from the previous meeting. CHAIR REQUESTED THIS IS CARRIED FORWARD TO THE NEXT MEETING
c Oaklands Solar Farm
Requested to be carried forward from the previous meeting. UPDATED EARLIER IN THE MEETING. 
d SLCC Membership Renewal
Invoice received for £116. ALL AGREED.
e Highways Change Proposal 
Being led by Cllr Grice. DISCUSSED IN CLLR GRICE’S REPORT.
f Items for next agenda:  

90.26 Closed Session
None

91.26 Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 8th July 2026, 7pm, at the Immanuel Church Hall, Stapenhill. 

Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….
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