



DRAKELOW PARISH COUNCIL 
South Derbyshire District in the County of Derby 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council  
Held at 7pm on Wednesday 8th July 2026

Present: Cllrs M Cummings (Chairman), A Kenney, C Grice, J Lloyd, T Bidder
Officers: Ms P Nankervis (Clerk) 
Also Present: Cllr A Wheelton, Cllr A Tilley, and residents C Midson & M John. 


92.26	 Apologies
Cllr J Rogers – absent without notification
Cllr S Treacy – absent without notification

93.26       Declaration of Members Interests
None

94.26        County Council (Cllr Wheelton)
Please see Councillor Wheelton’s report at Appendix 1

95.26       District Council (Cllr Tilley)
Please see Councillor Tilley’s report at Appendix 2

In addition: -
· S106 monies – Cllr Tilley is still working on this particularly with reference to ringfencing of the funding for use within Drakelow.
· Chairman asked questions relating to the possible application for 251 houses to be built at Drakelow including a supermarket & sporting facility, yet still no mention of the community hall for Drakelow. Cllr Tilley was not permitted to divulge all of the information from his recent meeting but is going to continue to work on this. Sean McBurney has twice given unequivocal confirmation in meetings first with The Chairman and Secretary to the Parish Meeting Mervyn John and secondly with The PC Chairman and Tim Bidder that SDDC will “plan, provide, build and operate a centre in Drakelow until viability Cllr Wheelton also gave her support and is happy to continue to help with this going forwards. 
· The Chairman stated his displeasure and disappointment at the complete lack of clarity the parish council is being given from the relevant organisations relating to the facilities for Drakelow which have been promised but not yet delivered for many years now. He went on to say that it is time fight this in the public arena.
· All Councillor’s unanimously thanked Cllr’s Tilley and Wheelton for their ongoing support and continuous help with all matters relating to the parish. 

96.26       Public Speaking 
Mr Chris Midson and Mr Mervyn John, residents and previous Councillors of the parish had been invited to attend the meeting by the Chairman. Having previously stepped down from their posts due to an insistence of the public display of home addresses, the Councillors felt they were left with no choice but to resign. The laws around this now having changed, both are happy to rejoin as Councillor’s. Later in the meeting the Chairman invited the two potential co-optees to leave the room while Cllrs discussed their request to rejoin and this was unanimously supported. The relevant processes for co-option will now commence, to be undertaken by the Clerk. 

In their presentation to the meeting:-

Mr Midson stated that he wants to address the accountability of organisations in order for the parish council to receive results, rather than being ignored or fobbed off. This will include the conifer line and dust levels, as previously responses to these issues have been found to be evasive. 

Mr John stated that he is happy to do anything to help the PC regarding overall problem resolution and ensuring the S106 agreements are honoured.

97.26         Police
Crime figures were reported as below:
June: - Assault 1, Traffic Offences 1, Domestic Incidents 3, Harassment 1, Public Order 1, Stalking 1, Criminal Damage 1, Threats 1 and Possession of Weapon 1. 

Cllr Kinney stated that she has recently seen PCSO’s monitoring speeding at the 2 roundabouts at the entrance to Dracan.

The Chairman is speaking with the Police 9th July relating to a number of issues, including the recent issues on Phases 1 & 2, in which a group of youth have been spotted with a chainsaw, cutting down 6 trees. 

98.26        Minutes
Council approved as a correct record the minutes of the council meetings held on Wednesday 10th June 2026. Clerk will add these to the website.
Agreed.

99.26	     Chairmans Announcements
· Joint Renewable Energy Community Benefit Fund. Please see Appendix 3

All Cllr’s are in favour unanimously for this suggestion and recommendations. 

100.26 Clerks Report
Submitted with meeting agenda and accepted by councillors.

101.26	Finance
a. Council approved the following payments:
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	[bookmark: _Hlk33185084]Cheque No.
	Payee
	Date
	Detail
	Net Amount
£
	VAT
£
	Total
£

	[bookmark: _Hlk33184957]BACS
	Clerk
	30/06/2026
	Clerk Wages – June
	£831.71
	NIL
	£831.71

	BACS
	3 Mobile
	10/06/2026
	Monthly Bill
	£9.00
	NIL
	£9.00

	BACS
	Unity
	30/06/2026
	Service Charge
	£7.00
	NIL
	£7.00

	BACS
	Immanuel Church 
	17/06/2026
	Room Hire 8/7 
	£32.00
	NIL
	£32.00

	BACS
	SLCC
	17/06/2026
	Membership Renewal
	£116.00
	NIL
	£116.00

	
	
	
	TOTAL 
	£995.71
	NIL
	£995.71




INCOME
	Date
	Received from
	In respect of
	Amount

	
	
	
	




a) First Quarter Bank reconciliation 


	Drakelow Parish Council
	 
	

	 
	 
	 

	Opening Balance at 01/04/2026
	£7,433.13
	£5,000 H&R and £2,433.13 Unity

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Receipts (01/04/2025-30/06/2026)
	£11,065
	1st half Precept 

	Payments (01/04/2025-30/06/2026)
	£2,734.07
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Closing balance at 30/06/26
	£2,764.06 Unity & £13,000 H&R
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Bank balance at 30/06/26
	£2,764.06 Unity & £13,000 H&R
	 

	 
	 
	 



b) First Quarter Budget Review

	Budget agreed for 2026-2027
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Income 
	Budget
	Year to date 
	 

	Grants
	0
	0
	 

	VAT Refund
	0
	0
	 

	SDDC Precept
	£22,130
	11,065
	 

	Concurrent Expense Claim
	0
	0
	May be eligible next year

	Other
	 
	 
	Transfers between accounts 

	Total income 
	 
	£11,065
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Expenditure
	 
	 
	 

	Clerk's salary 
	£9,500
	£2,502.67
	Approx dependant on need

	Meeting room hire
	£500
	£32.00
	Estimate for the year

	DALC SLCC subs & training
	1,250
	£116.00
	What you've apid so far and add some for additional training

	Admin : Office supplies
	£150
	£0
	printer ink, paper 

	Postage
	£30
	£0
	 

	Donations (s.137)
	£0
	£0
	 

	Website
	£300
	£30.00
	 

	Local Sports Support
	£5,000
	£0
	 

	Travel Expenses
	£250
	£0
	Incase ever required

	Dog Poo bin provision fund
	£1,000
	£0
	When areas are adopted

	Insurance
	£150
	 
	Zurich

	VAT
	£0
	£0
	 

	IT Systems 
	£1,000
	£0
	MS365, Bitdefender improvements etc

	Additional Notice Board
	£1,000
	£0
	When areas become available 

	Contingency
	£2,000
	£0
	 

	Phone & Bank charges
	 
	£47.40
	 

	Other
	 
	 
	Internal & External Audit Fee, 

	Total Outgoings
	£22,130
	£2,728.07
	 



102.26          Planning

DMPA/2026/0518 - The variation of Condition 1 (Approved Plans) of permission ref. DMPA/2023/0970 (a Reserved Matters application to outline planning reference: DMPA/2020/1460) at Land at Riverside Parcel (Phase 2), Former Drakelow Powerstation, Walton Road

The Chairman stated that the original 6 metres of hedge to be removed has now been changed to 44 metres. Upon trying to object to this on a personal level, it was found that there was no form to submit an objection, nor was there a date when this had to be submitted by. The Chairman has emailed the planning department regarding this, and all Councillors agreed unanimously that this application should be objected to on behalf of the PC. The Chairman is actioning this. 

103.26         Outside meetings, training & updates

Cllr Bidder – 
· Nothing to report other than the meetings he has attended recently to represent the PC relative to the Oaklands Solar Community Benefit fund.

Cllr Kenney –
· Cllr is still following up on the issue of a lack of information sharing between Midland Heart and the Police. Cllr Tilley is helping support with this. 

· Cllr also raised the issue of some broken fencing at the end of Glenfield Rd. It was agreed that an email be sent to Countryside regarding this by the Clerk. Cllr Kenney is sending photos. 

Cllr Grice –.
· Correspondence that Cllr Grice has been working on regarding numerous points such as traffic calming measures, speed limits, crossings and 3 mini roundabouts to help keep the parish safer, has been updated and agreed by all Councillor’s unanimously. When this is received by the Clerk authorisation to send it has been given. 

Cllr Lloyd –
· An email has been sent to the Councillor’s in advance of being sent to Steffan Saunders and Sean McBurney. A couple of things are to be added, and all Councillors have agreed for Cllr Lloyd to send this when complete, after having resent the final draft to Cllrs for approval. 

· Cllr has sent an email to the Headteacher of the new school regarding its usage as a venue for future PC meetings. Currently awaiting a response. 

· Cllr is attending a Sports Provision meeting on 23rd July with the Chairman to be held at Derby FC.  It is organised by the EM Mayoral Authority and will be used by us to highlight the absolute lack of facilities in Drakelow and its link to ASB.
· 


104.26 Items for Discussion/decision

a Fallow Junction 
The junction has already been adopted according to DWH, and all Councillors are in favour of DCC being contacted again regarding the unsuitability of its layout based on the speed of Walton Road, increasing number of residents and works traffic. Agreed unanimously that Cllr Grice will action. 
b Oaklands Solar Farm
Requested to be carried forward to the next and all upcoming meetings.
c Highways Change Proposal 
Being led by Cllr Grice. All Cllr’s agreed as per Cllrs update.
d Whatsapp/Instagram/Social Media Plan
Cllr Lloyd suggested Cllr’s adding friends and family who live within the parish initially, to trial the new Whatsapp community groups prior to its main usage, hopefully from September onwards. All Cllr’s agreed. If a decision is made to utilise Instagram, this would also be done from September onwards. 
e Community Benefit Fund 
As discussed in Chairmans announcements and Appendix 2. 
f Questions for Mayoral Event – 23rd July 2026
To propose and discuss questions for the meeting, re sporting facilities. The Chairman and Cllr Lloyd are attending. 
g Sporting Facilities. Letter to SDDC. DP Cllrs to confirm emailed decision
To consider Cllr Lloyd’s email to Steffan Saunders and agree. Discussed earlier and all Cllr’s agreed unanimously. 
h Meeting venue going forwards
To discuss venue for September and subsequent meetings. As discussed earlier, Cllr Lloyd has emailed the Headteacher of the school regarding this and as of yet, no venue has been booked for the September meeting. 
i Items for next agenda:  


105.26 Closed Session
For the record the members of the Public (John/Grice) were asked to leave the room whilst their progress to Co-option was discussed and unanimously supported. 

106.26 Items for Information only
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 9th September 2026, 7pm, at a venue to be announced. 

Signed   	………………………………………. (Chairman)

	Date	……………………………………….



Appendix 1

Good Afternoon
 
This email will make the bulk up my July Parish Council update up, I shall send a highways update out which shows South Derbyshire is effectively omitted this year from works bar Melbourne. This update covers a road much of the Linton and Seales traffic uses and I have spent 4 plus years trying to get as 50mph down from 60mph, (much of the A38 is 60mph and Walton Main Street is 50mph). I have gained signage and the recent sad fatality and numerous crashes has sadly helped my chases gain dates, I asked again for, in amongst some robust text stating the number of accidents :
 
“Please urgently to prevent more deaths and accidents:
· Undertake proper road surface repairs, look at the non-slip surface on the bends and worn area before the Crossroads
· Reinstate and fix existing and put the new signage up on Cadley and Burton Road, 7 months is too long for it to be on the floor.
· Reduce the speed limit to 50mph from Walton Main Street to the A444 along Barn Road and Cadley road.”
 
 The response is below, please note Cauldwell Lane is often known as Barn Lane or unnamed road – it’s between the crossroads and Walton Main Street at Dracon where I recently finally got the junction white lines reinstated:
 
Thank you for your email enquiry. We have carefully reviewed each of the points raised, in the enquiry, and can provide the following information:
 
                Reduce the speed limit to 50mph from Walton Main Street to the A444 along Barn Road and Cadley road.
 
We have reviewed the evidenced data we have about vehicle speeds along between Walton and the A444. Police data for 2025 indicates:
 
60mph section – all-day everyday 85th percentile speed is 39.8mph.
all-day everyday average speed of 34.3mph.
 
We have also reviewed the evidenced data we have about vehicle speeds at the crossroad junction of Burton Road, Rosliston Road, Caldwell Road and the unnamed road to Walton. Police data for 2025 indicates:
 
Burton Road – all-day everyday 85th percentile speed is 39.9mph.
all-day everyday average speed of 32.3mph.
 
Rosliston Road – all-day everyday 85th percentile speed is 41.5mph.
 all-day everyday average speed of 34.6mph.
 
Caldwell Road – all-day everyday 85th percentile speed is 34.7mph.
all-day everyday average speed of 29.1mph.
 
Unnamed Road – all-day everyday 85th percentile speed is 37.0mph.
  all-day everyday average speed of 30.9mph.
 
These figures demonstrate that the majority of drivers are travelling below the posted speed limits and are responding appropriately to the characteristics of the road and its surroundings. Overall, the behaviour of most road users suggests a natural tendency to drive at safe and sensible speeds.
 
The current nature of the carriageway and relatively low development density means drivers are unlikely to change their driving behaviour, even with a lower speed limit in place. Introducing a speed limit that does not align with the road environment may itself present road safety concerns.
 
For these reasons, including the evidence provided by the speed data, a reduction in the speed limit cannot be justified at this location.
 
Reinstate and fix existing and put the new signage up on Cadley and Burton Road
 
                In regards to the signing works along Cadley Lane and Burton Road, I have spoken with our Highways Operations manager and they have confirmed that the signs for Burton Road have been ordered and are programmed for installation mid-to-late July.
                The signing works for Cadley Lane have recently been passed across to Highways Operations for the signs to be ordered and once the signs have been received, they will be added to there forward programme.
 
Undertake proper road surface repairs, look at the non-slip surface on the bends and worn area before the Crossroads
 
                I have liaised with our Carriageway Surfacing Team, and they have provided me with the following information:
 
“Rosliston Road / Burton Road – this location is included within next year’s programme for patching and surface dressing.
 
Caldwell Road – there are currently no treatments scheduled within the forward capital works programme. The high-friction surfacing on the east/west approaches to this junction was assessed as part of the 2025 SCRIM survey and did not trigger any concerns, indicating that skid resistance is above investigatory levels for this area.
 
For clarity, the worn appearance of high-friction surfacing does not necessarily indicate reduced performance. Even where the surface appears worn, residual texture can continue to provide skid resistance that is superior to standard carriageway materials.”
 
End
 
Just as a reminder I have after 7 months been able to get a date for the chevron on the floor, reported by a resident,  coming from Rosliston to the Crossroads to be fixed – mid July and the below is the agreed signage for Cadley road mentioned above from 27/01/26:
 
“Thank you for your further correspondence regarding safety concerns on Cadley Lane, Caldwell.
 
                In addition to my previous email, I would like to make you aware that we have commissioned the following works between Royle Farm and the Cadley Lane Roundabout:
 
Caldwell Lane / Cadley Lane Bend
 
· Replace the damaged / missing chevron boards at the bend and install on yellow backing boards to increase conspicuity.
· Replace damaged / missing verge marker posts
· Install a Bend warning sign with Junction on the outside of the bend, with associated ‘REDUCE SPEED NOW’ supplementary plate, on a yellow backing board, with associated ‘SLOW’ carriageway text, southbound approach to the junction.
· Install an additional Bend warning sign with Junction on the outside of the bend, with associated ‘REDUCE SPEED NOW’ supplementary plate, on a yellow backing board, with associated ‘SLOW’ carriageway text, westbound approach to the junction.
· Refresh carriageway markings on the approaches to and through the junction.
 
Cadley Lane Bend section between Sandy Lane and the Railway Bridge
 
· Replace the damaged / missing chevron boards throughout the bends and install on yellow backing boards to increase conspicuity.
· Replace damaged / missing verge marker posts.
 
These have been issued to our Delivery Team for inclusion in their forward programme. We hope these measures are acceptable. “
 
End
 
Out of interest this was the response I received 23/10/25 when continuing my lobbying for changes to speed but I went back and got the above signage, after more accidents:
 
“Thank you for your interest regarding the potential introduction of a 50mph speed limit at the crossroads junction located at Drakelow.
 
Following a detailed review, officers have considered the feasibility of implementing a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to reduce the speed limit to 50mph. As you may be aware, the TRO process involves significant time and financial investment, typically costing between £7,000 and £8,000 and requiring up to 12 months to complete (including paperwork and installation phases). Given these implications, such proposals are carefully assessed before being progressed.
 
Collision History and Safety Measures
Between 01/07/2022 and 30/06/2025, a total of 7 collisions were recorded at this location (2 serious, 5 slight). Importantly, the data shows a downward trend in incidents:
· 2022: 3 collisions
· 2023: 2 collisions
· 2024: 1 collision
· 2025 (to date): 1 collision
·  
In response to previous safety concerns, the County Council has invested approximately £200,000 in mitigation measures, including:
· Advance warning signage
· High Friction Surfacing (HFST)
· Wet night road markings
· Vegetation clearance
· Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS)
· Passive safe infrastructure
These interventions appear to have contributed positively to road safety outcomes.
 
Speed Data Analysis
Rosliston Road (NE leg)
Average Speeds All day (every day) = 32.5mph      
85th Speeds All day (every day)                          = 40.3mph
Cauldwell Road (SE leg)
Average Speeds All day (every day) = 24.8mph      
85th Speeds All day (every day)                          = 35.0mph
Cauldwell Road (NW leg)
Average Speeds All day (every day) = 32.1mph      
85th Speeds All day (every day)                          = 40.7mph
Burton Road (SW leg)
Average Speeds All day (every day) = 31.0mph      
85th Speeds All day (every day)                          = 36.5mph
The above Speed data via the Agilysis speed compliance tool indicates that average and 85th percentile speeds across all legs of the junction are well below the current posted speed limit. This suggests good driver compliance and minimal speeding issues.
 
Given the above and in particular the declining collision trend, the effectiveness of previously implemented safety measures, and the current speed compliance, officers do not propose to promote a 50mph speed limit at this time. However, the site will continue to be monitored to ensure safety improvements are sustained. “
 
End
 
It is deeply frustrating, I keep chasing and persistence does pay off as at least I have signage, road resurfacing next year but more online reports are needed in numbers on Cauldwell Lane/Barn Lane for capital works and resurfacing plus the Police need making aware of all accidents on that road as I think many are not reported.
 
One other point! I have progressed chasing MUA for the terrible repair jobs on Cadley Lane/Crossroads and gained confirmation this week :
 
“I can confirm that defects on the MUA works were picked up on an inspection, and I’m informed that a joint visit too place last week whereby the contractor has agreed to the required remedial works.
 
I’m still waiting to find out what dates they want to carry out these remedial works, and also how they intend to remedy the issue with the verge opposite the cottages on Cauldwell Road.”
 
 
Regards
 
Amy
Circ Parish Councils

Appendix 2

Report to Drakelow Parish Council for July 2026 from Linton District Councillor Alistair Tilley.
Planning and other issues
I met this morning Tuesday 7th July 2026, with SDDC Head of Planning, Steffan Saunders, the Head of Community Services Sean McBurney and other officers.
We discussed the following..
Community building at Dracan
Shops and other community facilities
Spine Rd and Bus service
Deculverting and temporary footpath
Open space, football pitch provision
I have been promised a set of minutes by tomorrow afternoon and I will share this information at the Parish Council Meeting tomorrow.
Food waste Collection Update
We have some great news to share today! June marked the official launch of our new weekly food waste collection service, and the initial data is in.
In its very first month, the service achieved a great 65.7% participation rate - meaning nearly two-thirds of households across the district are already actively using their new caddies! Together, our residents presented approximately 235 tonnes of food waste, which has been sent directly to the Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility to be turned into renewable energy and green fertiliser.
Planning and other issues
Drakelow update Public
- Representations have been made in an effort to secure an allocation for approx. 250 homes, a food store and sports provision on land south-east of Walton Road. This will be considered at the Council’s EDS Committee of 24th September, and a planning application is anticipated to be submitted soon after that.
- For the local centre on the main Drakelow site, discussions are ongoing with the local centre owners, and an application is expected within the next few months.
This is likely to include an element of community provision.
- The Council continues to press the developers for progress on completing the spine road and the third access onto Walton Road. This will facilitate the provi-sion of a commercial bus service, in advance of this the council is working with Vistry and Staffordshire County Council to attempt to secure an earlier bus ser-vice.
- The deculverting works remain a requirement of conditions on the main site and the council is working with the developers and the Environment Agency to see that this takes place, which is now likely to be 2027 due to permits in relation to salmon.
Appendix 3 
Oaklands Solar Community Fund 4 Parish Steering report
Meeting Held Rosliston 30th June
Attendees for DPC-MC and TB
Attendees from Walton, Coton and Rosliston PC’s
Following DPC’s formal decision to agree to and support a 4 Parish Forum (June 26) this initial meeting discussed the various routes by which the fund could be handled. 
Full minutes will be circulated shortly.
Outcome
Bay.wa.re have indicated a wish to work with Foundation Derbyshire as a stakeholder for the £55k (index linked) Community Benefit Funds
Meeting decided to 
· Invite Bay.Wa.re to a meeting to discuss various parameters including the creation of a Joint Advisory Board (JAB).  Invitation to be handled by Rosliston Clerk.
· Informally approach Foundation Derbyshire to seek the information needed by them in the event of their appointment. Discussion to be handled by Walton Clerk
PC’s are also asked to consider the parameters for distribution of the funding and constitution of the JAB to be ready for the meeting with Bay.Wa.re
DPC suggested position for your consideration
Financial 
1. Each of the 4 Parishes to receive £5000 p.a. (index linked) over the duration of the agreement. This funding to be automatic and to be used by Parishes at their total discretion.
2. The remainder £35000 (index linked) is to be held by and distributed by the stakeholder in accordance with the terms of the JAB’s appointment


JAB 
1. Membership. To be one representative from each Parish plus 2 Independent members. Revolving Chairmanship among the PC’s. Presiding Chair to have casting vote in the event of a tie.
2. Grant distribution to be for causes within the “4 Parish” Boundary. Possible cross border grants where is can be clearly seen that the “cause” is used by or has specific benefit to “4 Parish” residents. 
3. No right of appeal for disappointed applicants
Discussion and revision welcomed
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